BOLT COLLECTION 

Usain Bolt Q&A 
Q. PUMA has been your sponsor for a number of years. Is this the first time you've helped with product development?

A.  I work with PUMA's design team for my track spikes on regular basis, making sure the fit and performance align with what I need. I've also had input on colors and designs. But this   

is the first time that I've worked closely on a full range, including the clothes. 

 

Q: What was the best part of the experience working with PUMA to design your own collection?
A: It’s hard to choose just one part when the whole experience was great for me. Growing up, I watched athletes create their own clothing lines and it has always been something I’ve wanted to do. When PUMA offered the opportunity, I couldn’t hide my excitement! To be able to say I’ve designed my own clothing line is a wonderful feeling. I get to train and party in clothes I helped make - who wouldn’t love that!

Q: What do you think about the colors of Bolt YugoRun shoes?
A: I love the colors and the design of the shoes and the collection in general.  I told PUMA everything I wanted in a trainer and they put it together in a great product. I wanted a
show that I could train in or hang out in, so it had to be versatile and colorful. I wanted eye catching colors; purple, gold and black. They really are perfect and exactly what I wanted. I think people will love them just as much as I do.

Q: The Bolt Collection is anchored by a graphic element called the Bolt Crest; tell us about that.
A: The crest means a lot to me. I helped PUMA design the symbols; each one represents a piece of me, my history and my country. We arranged the symbols to form a crest, which is a major part of the collection. The track serves as the outline of the crest, with a lion head on each side. The lion is the symbol of Jamaica and I’m a leo, so I really wanted these to be included. My last name goes across the top and the name of my pose, “To Di World”, goes across the bottom, connecting the two lions. In the middle are my initials and a bolt of lightning. I think the splash of purple was a great touch. Everything in the crest is connected and comes together, which is a strong representation of me and my country.

Q: Do you think Jamaican people will wear them?
A: Absolutely. I know the flavor of the Jamaican people, and it is similar to my own. The dark colors with bright graphics will really speak to people. I wanted to change things up a bit with my collection, and I think the loud graphics and bright colors will be a huge hit. Plus, you can wear them training on the track, in the gym or just walking down the street; you can’t go wrong with this collection. I hope it's not just the Jamaicans that like the collection though! We're selling it all over the world.

Q: What was your role in designing this collection?
A: I was fully involved in the process from start to finish. In the beginning I got to check out different fabrics and work with the people at PUMA on the direction of my collection. I chose a lot of lightweight fabrics because I wanted people to be able to train or dance without being
weighed down.  We also talked a lot about colors in the beginning and the design of the crest. I had complete say in this process. All of the colors in the collection were chosen by me. Towards the end of the process I got to see samples and make comments on what I thought should be changed or what I liked. All in all I was one hundred percent involved and the collection turned out exactly as I’d hoped it would.
