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What did it mean to you when PUMA approached you to design the Olympic Wear for London 2012?
I remember talking to PUMA’s CEO, Jochen Zeitz when he was in Jamaica last year and I said, “Yo! Nice talking to you Mr. PUMA, I can’t believe you haven’t done anything with the Marleys yet.”  And he said, “Well everything has its time.”  So when PUMA approached me to design the Olympic wear I didn’t believe it.  
It’s not even a dream come true because I never dreamt of it.  Maybe doing a couple of t-shirts, that’s easy.  The entire collection for the Olympic team, including Usain Bolt, that’s incredible!   It’s an amazing opportunity, the timing is right and I’m extremely grateful.  

What does it mean to you as a Jamaica to be able to represent your country in this manor? 

There is a very deep pride with being a Jamaican and being the one who designs the uniforms only deepens that pride.  Having this new relationship with PUMA for the 2012 Olympics on behalf of the Jamaican track and field team is amazing.  We break records both the Marleys and Bolt, we all break records too.  Marley & Bolt, it’s like legendary PUMA.  

You are going to be outfitting the World’s Fastest Man and his team mates.  What do you bear in mind as you go into the design process? 

To design for Bolt and the rest of the team makes me very conscious of choosing the right fabrics.  I don’t want to weigh anyone down and I don’t want it to be my fault that anyone came in second!  The fabrics and fit just need to be right.  I want them to be comfortable and make them feel like they are in their own school.  That is my main focus.  

You will also be designing the podium and ceremony wear that the team will where when 100’s of millions of people are watching.  They will be wearing your designs, what does that feel like? 
I must say I feel a little pressure designing the podium wear.  I remember last Olympics watching the Jamaican team walk out and feeling very proud.  I think this time around we are going to stand out a little bit more and everyone is going to be watching. 

What was the inspiration for the collection?
My inspiration comes from Jamaican music in the 1970’s & 1980’s.  Eek A Mouse, Bob Marley, Grace Jones, even Pat Benatar. It’s very contemporary but with a vintage sport, varsity feel.

What’s your favorite piece in the collection?   

I can’t say that I have a favorite, I’m proud of all of them.  But I do know that Usain Bolt is going to look fabulous in the Iron Lion military jacket during the opening ceremonies.  With that jacket we took the fit of what my Dad would wear and updated it for 2012.   

Tell us about the Marley Onelove.org?

Onelove.org is the Marley’s affinity program, where we have hooked up with some really great charities.  It’s a place where anyone can come to do ‘Marley Missions’, which is with just one action, one thought, and you could help to change the world.  For example, you can take a lamp post and dress it up, paint it, put a t-shirt on it, anything.  Take something ugly and make it beautiful.  Our mission is to one by one plant a seed to make a change.  Youth, Planet, Peace.  
How did you get into fashion design? 

My background in fashion design is purely by accident.  Touring with my brothers and sisters with Ziggy Marley and the Melody Makers, I wanted everyone to stand out.  We had the name and we had the music but I also knew we needed to bring something different to reggae. So I started to deconstruct different items and went from there to deconstructing more items and using my own fabrics.  It’s been really good.  Now I’m doing kids outfits.  This PUMA opportunity came at the right time.  To do this is…orgasmic.  

Why you think PUMA and Cedella are a good fit? 

I think Cedella and PUMA are a good fit.  I believe we are refined rough nicks.  I admire what PUMA has been doing in Jamaica over the years and the Marleys have the same type of give-back.  We feel like we always have to give-back because it’s the right thing to do.  I think the relationship is going to be legendary.  
The partnership is also perfect blend of music, fashion, joy, excitement, the whole lifestyle.  Both the Marleys and PUMA are laid back but still fierce.  

What the Marley brand adds to PUMA is Jamaican authenticity.  Every step of this has Jamaican heritage and adds that extra element to it that all of Jamaica can relate directly to it.  It will connect in a way will relate easily and make Jamaicas very proud.  

Are you a big track & field plan?  

I used to run track & field at prep school and my sister used to run track, so I’m a huge fan.  During the Olympics when the Jamaicans are on TV our house is wild.  It’s almost like horse racing, we are screaming at the TV.  But that’s a Jamaican thing – track & field.

What do you want the designs to represent? 

The athletes are doing their job by winning the races.   My job as the designer is to make sure the team looks the best when winning these races.  My design team and I want to set an aesthetic standard moving forward.  Just like Bolt has set the bar for the world record, we are trying to set the bar for the design.  
When it comes to the designs, they are far reaching.  It’s not just Jamaica but also the roots of Africa, so in our designs we are trying to pull some of those elements onto the track.  We would love to play with prints & graphics.  Try to get away from the yellow and black bumble bee look.  
