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Kia EV9 GT: Setting a New Benchmark for Premium Electric SUVs

· Kia EV9 GT wins German Auto Bild comparative test, highlighting status as an award-winning premium three-row electric SUV
· Victory underscores Kia's philosophy of practical accessibility and intuitive operation, defining EV9 GT’s user experience
· Balanced approach to performance and comfort proves decisive in independent automotive media evaluation
· Recognition reinforces EV9 GT's position as global benchmark

(SEOUL) April 3, 2026 – Kia’s award-winning EV9 continues to establish itself as a leading model in the electrified SUV market. The brand’s flagship EV9 GT has demonstrated through independent evaluation that high performance does not compromise everyday usability. This distinction proved decisive in a recent comparative test conducted by German automotive publication Auto Bild, where the EV9 GT achieved first place.

What Design Principles Make the Kia EV9 GT an Industry-Leading Premium EV SUV?

The EV9 GT’s top ranking highlighted a core design principle at Kia: a strategic balance between technological sophistication and practical accessibility.

The EV9 GT prioritizes intuitive operation through a thoughtful combination of physical controls and a streamlined interface. Core functions remain readily accessible without deep menu navigation, reflecting Kia’s belief that premium design should deliver ease of use.

This usability-first approach directly enhances safety and comfort, particularly on longer journeys. Testing showed that routine tasks can be performed instinctively, minimizing distraction while driving. Essential functions are positioned within natural reach via dedicated controls, with frequent operations accessible within no more than two or three inputs.

The EV9 GT also delivers a broad range of driving capabilities. Acceleration is strong yet refined, providing confident highway performance alongside smooth, fatigue-free daily driving. The chassis actively manages body movement while maintaining compliance on uneven surfaces, and the steering responds precisely to deliberate inputs. According to Auto Bild, this balance allows drivers to engage actively with the vehicle while preserving every-day comfort.

Equally significant is the genuinely usable third row. Access is straightforward, foot room is strong, and comfort is maintained even on extended journeys, reinforcing the EV9 GT’s credentials as a true seven-seater.

How Does the EV9 GT’s Performance and Versatility Deliver Real-World Excellence?

The EV9 GT’s 508 PS dual-motor system and 800V architecture translate specification advantages into real-world performance. Auto Bild confirmed best-in-test 0-60 mph acceleration of 4.3 seconds. Ultra-fast charging enables a 10 to 80 percent charge in just 24 minutes using a 350 kW DC fast charger.

Interior packaging reflects Kia’s user-centered philosophy. Electrically adjustable second-row seating is operable from the trunk, maximum cargo capacity stands at up to 2,393 liters with seats folded, and flexible six- and seven-seat configurations support diverse family needs. Integrated storage solutions address practical use cases rather than theoretical dimensions.

How Does the Kia EV9 GT Integrate its Advanced Technology and Features?

The EV9 GT features electronically controlled suspension with multiple driving modes, a comprehensive suite of advanced driver assistance systems, a 30-inch digital display cluster, wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, and a Meridian sound system.

LED headlights with Kia’s digital tiger face and star map lighting signature underline its technological identity. Vehicle-to-Load (V2L) functionality provides up to 3.6 kW of external power, while towing capability of up to 5,000 pounds enhances overall versatility. Premium seating includes heated and ventilated front seats, a heated steering wheel, and second-row captain’s chairs with footrests and massage functionality.

What Makes the Kia EV9 GT so Appealing to Customers?

Buyers in the premium three-row electric SUV segment increasingly assess vehicles based on design, interior functionality, charging performance, safety, and overall usability. The EV9 GT delivers consistent strengths across all these dimensions, explaining its strong performance in independent testing and market recognition.

Testing revealed that new users adapt quickly to the vehicle’s operational logic in contrast to more minimalist designs that require extended familiarization for everyday use.

What Qualities Define the Kia EV9 GT?

The EV9 GT’s bold exterior design, 21-inch GT-style alloy wheels, and neon green brake calipers create a distinctive visual identity. Inside, premium materials, solid craftsmanship, and intuitive controls deliver a refined and modern environment. Flexible six- or seven-seat configurations further enhance everyday practicality.

As the EV segment matures, success will be determined by real-world three-row usability, interface intuitiveness, charging capability, safety performance, and total cost of ownership. Auto Bild’s independent evaluation confirms that the EV9 GT excels across these factors, demonstrating that true premium character emerges from thoughtful integration of performance, comfort, and usability.
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Kia (www.kia.com) is a global mobility brand with a vision to create sustainable mobility solutions for consumers, communities, and societies around the world. Founded in 1944, Kia has been providing mobility solutions for more than 80 years. With 52,000 employees worldwide, a presence in more than 190 markets, and manufacturing facilities in six countries, the company today sells around three million vehicles a year. Kia is spearheading the popularization of electrified and battery electric vehicles and developing a growing range of mobility services, encouraging millions of people around the world to explore the best ways of getting around. The company’s brand slogan – ‘Movement that inspires’ – reflects Kia’s commitment to inspire consumers through its products and services.
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