[image: image1.jpg]



NEWS

For immediate release
Kia Rio GT Line makes debut in Geneva
· Kia Rio available with new sport-inspired GT Line specification
· Powered by turbocharged 1.0-litre T-GDi engine, producing 100 or 120ps

· Seven-speed double-clutch transmission available from Q3 2018

· New GT Line alloys and sporty exterior trim 
· Interior equipped with gran turismo-inspired design cues
· Latest technology and safety features include Driver Attention Warning System and Lane Departure Warning System
· On-sale in Europe from the end of Q1 2018

Geneva, 6 March 2018 – The new Kia Rio GT Line has made its public debut today at the 2018 Geneva International Motor Show. The Rio is the latest model from Kia to be available in GT Line specification, following the recent introduction of Sportage, Picanto and Sorento GT Line models.

Broadening the appeal of Kia’s global bestselling B-segment hatchback, the new Rio 

GT Line boasts versatility, a responsive turbocharged engine and engaging handling with a sporty new look inside and out, drawing inspiration from Kia’s range of ‘GT’ models, such as the original cee’d GT and Optima GT.

The Rio GT Line is powered by Kia’s 1.0-litre T-GDi (turbocharged gasoline direct injection) engine, a responsive powertrain that provides willing acceleration and contributes to the car’s immediate handling characteristics thanks to its light weight.

Michael Cole, Chief Operating Officer for Kia Motors Europe, commented: “The Rio is one of Kia’s best-selling cars globally, and we have already sold more than more than 54,000 units of the new model in Europe after it went on sale in the first quarter of 2017. The new GT Line specification enhances the car’s desirability and will help grow Rio sales in 2018 and beyond, thanks to its range of comfort and safety features, superb versatility, and confident, sporty styling.”

The new Rio GT Line goes on sale across Europe from the end of Q1 2018.

Design: new GT styling cues

The Rio’s sporty five-door exterior introduces stylish new design features, such as a gloss-black and chrome ‘tiger-nose’ grille, unique GT Line 17-inch alloy wheels, and ‘ice-cube’ LED fog lamps, echoing those of the outgoing cee’d GT and pro_cee’d GT. The exterior is finished with twin exhaust tips, LED daytime running lights, chrome window trim, a gloss black roof spoiler and sill highlights.

Six paint finishes are available, highlighting the car’s sporty character: Aurora Black, Platinum Graphite, Signal Red, Clear White, Silky Silver, and Most Yellow.

The interior merges the Rio’s modern styling, sculptural forms, and ergonomics with a series of unique GT Line features, creating a cabin to match the more athletic exterior. The seats are finished in black synthetic leather and cloth with contrast grey stitching, while drivers are presented with a new ‘D-cut’ leather steering wheel. New metallic trim surrounds the door switches and gear lever, and the dashboard complements this with a new carbon fibre-effect finish.

Powertrain: Efficient 1.0-litre T-GDi engine with low emissions and instant response

The lightweight, compact and eager three-cylinder 1.0-litre T-GDi engine provides the Rio GT Line with its peak power – either 100 or 120ps – at 6,000 rpm, with 172 Nm of torque available from 1,500 to 4,000 rpm for maximum flexibility in all road conditions. The relatively low mass over the front axle ensures the Rio remains fun to drive, with minimal inertia facilitating responsive, engaging handling. The Rio GT Line is capable of 4.7 L/100 km (New European Driving Cycle, combined), with CO2 emissions of 107 g/km. It is paired with a six-speed manual transmission.

From Q3 2018, the Rio GT Line will also be available with naturally-aspirated 1.2- or 1.4-litre gasoline MPI (multi-point injection) engines, and Kia’s seven-speed double clutch transmission paired with the 120ps 1.0-litre T-GDi engine.

Technology, safety and versatility

The Rio GT Line is available with many features familiar to current Rio owners, including standard aluminium pedals and bi-projection headlamps, which turn into corners as the driver turns the steering wheel.

The optional large 7.0-inch ‘floating’ touchscreen HMI (human-machine interface) includes navigation, and Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto™ for full smartphone integration. A rear-view parking camera, heated steering wheel, and heated seats are also available. 

The new Rio is the safest B-segment car Kia has ever made, featuring an Advanced High Strength Steel (AHSS)-body construction and six airbags fitted as standard (front, front side, and curtain). With a five-star Euro NCAP crash safety rating when fitted with optional ADAS technology, the Rio offers Forward Collision-avoidance Assist (FCA) with pedestrian recognition. The Rio’s FCA system uses a long-range radar detection system to detect potential collisions with other vehicles or pedestrians and helps bring the car to a halt*. FCA is paired with Lane Departure Warning (LDW), which alerts the driver if they stray out of their lane without the use of indicators. The Rio GT Line also offers Blind Spot Collision Warning with Rear Cross-Traffic Collision Warning. Lane Keeping Assist (LKA) will also be available to buyers from Q3 2018.

The Rio GT Line is also available with Kia’s new Driver Attention Warning (DAW) system, designed to combat distracted or drowsy drivers. The system monitors several inputs from the vehicle and the driver, and sounds a warning chime and displays a graphic in the instrument binnacle if it senses a lapse in concentration from the driver.

With one of the most spacious cabins in its class, the Rio also features a split-level boot floor, enabling owners to change its height to fit items under the floor to prevent them rolling around, or to keep them out of sight. Luggage capacity is 325 litres (VDA), making it both spacious and practical.

Kia Rio GT Line on sale from first quarter of 2018

The Rio is backed by Kia’s quality promise, and will be sold as standard with the company’s unique 7-Year, 150,000 km warranty. The new Rio GT Line goes on sale across Europe during the first quarter of 2018.
- Ends -

About Kia Motors Europe

Kia Motors Europe is the European sales, marketing and service arm of the Kia Motors Corporation. With its headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany, it covers 30 markets in Europe.

About Kia Motors Corporation 

Kia Motors Corporation (www.kia.com) – a maker of world-class quality vehicles for the young-at-heart – was founded in 1944 and is Korea's oldest manufacturer of motor vehicles. About 3 million Kia vehicles a year are produced at 14 manufacturing and assembly operations in five countries which are then sold and serviced through a network of distributors and dealers covering around 180 countries. Kia today has over 51,000 employees worldwide and annual revenues of over US$47 billion. It is the major sponsor of the Australian Open and an official automotive partner of FIFA – the governing body of the FIFA World Cup™. Kia Motors Corporation's brand slogan – "The Power to Surprise" – represents the company's global commitment to surprise the world by providing exciting and inspiring experiences that go beyond expectations.

For more information about Kia Motors and our products, please visit our Global Media Center at www.kianewscenter.com. 
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