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Kia dreams big with Track’ster performance concept

· European debut for Soul-based high-performance concept coupe

· Aggressive design, all-wheel drive and 215 horsepower

Making its European debut at Geneva is the purposeful Kia Track’ster concept, a performance-oriented three-door Soul coupe concept that hints at the possible future of Kia’s successful B-segment MPV.

“The idea was to make the Track’ster tough looking, like a bulldog,” comments Tom Kearns, Chief Designer for Kia Motors America.  “But the car had to be approachable as well.  We wanted to base the car in reality so people instantly knew it was a Soul, but with even more attitude.  It had to be a bold interpretation that would challenge people’s conceptions of what a sporty Kia could be.”

The bold attitude Kearns refers to starts with the eye-catching Whiteout and Inferno Orange paint scheme.  Kia’s signature grille is trimmed in lightweight carbon-fibre and flanked by  headlights which sweep back over the flared wheel arches.  Most striking at the front is the lower intake grille, which has been expanded to allow greater airflow to the engine.  The lower lip spoiler, trimmed in carbon-fibre and accented with orange, sits low to the ground and adds to the car’s menacing stance.

While the concept on display at Geneva is largely unchanged from the one originally unveiled at the Chicago show, for Europe a 1.6-litre gasoline engine replaces the US show model’s 2.0-litre 253 ps unit.
This engine features turbocharging and gasoline direct injection (GDI) to produce an impressive 215 ps, which is channelled to all four wheels via an electronically controlled four-wheel-drive system.  The short-throw six-speed manual transmission is engaged via a stubby spherical shift lever.  Lowered sport-suspension tuned for track performance delivers impressive handling.

Tucked beneath the Track’ster’s flared arches are custom monoblock extruded performance wheels, wrapped in 245/40 R19 (front) and 285/35 R19 (rear) Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 high performance tyres.  The wheelbase is stretched to 2,570 mm, almost 250 mm longer than the production Soul.  As expected on a car with the Track’ster’s performance intentions, large 355 mm ventilated and cross-drilled Brembo disc brakes with six-piston calipers are fitted at the front, with 345 mm discs and four-piston calipers at the rear.

While Soul inspired, this concept  is missing the Soul´s rear doors.  The front doors have been lengthened and fitted with extruded aluminium push-style handles which echo the racing-inspired fuel cap and unique front LED housings.  Carbon-fibre lower side skirts are also accented in orange and incorporate functional rear-brake cooling ducts.  The rear hatch incorporates a horizontal orange panel that accentuates the concept’s 1,918 mm width, which is more than 7 mm wider than a production Soul.

Opening the driver’s door reveals a light and airy interior highlighted with deeply bolstered suede-covered racing seats.  Granite grey leather envelopes the interior, and matching suede wraps the sports steering wheel and door panels.  Primary dials are located deep within red-glowing instrument clusters, while auxiliary vehicle information (such as oil temperature and battery voltage) is displayed on top of the dashboard.  Navigation, entertainment and HVAC controls are accessed through a large touch-screen panel located just above the engine start/stop button.  

The rear seats have been removed and replaced with a fully integrated equipment tray and spare-tyre well.  A rear strut brace incorporates a quick-release handle to allow for fast wheel changes.  “We saw the Track’ster as a performance-inspired concept that could spend time both on the road and racetrack,” continues Kearns. “The idea was to make the tools and equipment necessary to keep the car performing in top condition easily accessible.”  

While there are no current plans to bring the Track’ster to production, Kia’s California design centre team enthusiastically took on the project.  “Concept cars like the Track’ster allow Kia’s design teams to dream about what could be,” Kearns concludes.
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