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News
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Kia awarded three environmental certificates by TÜV Nord 
· All-new Kia Picanto, Rio and Optima granted ISO 14040 (LCA) status 
· Models certified for low environmental impact throughout their lifecycles 
· Efficient engines and vehicle production methods contribute to success
· Newcomers join Sportage CUV and Kia’s Zilina production facility in receiving independent TÜV recognition
(SEOUL) August 18, 2011 -- Kia Motors Corporation has been awarded three environmental certificates by TÜV Nord, an independent technical inspection organization, in recognition of the strong eco-credentials of its three newest models.

The low tailpipe emissions of the new Kia Picanto, Rio and Optima, and the advanced manufacturing processes used in their production, resulted in all three models being certified according to the ISO 14040 Life Cycle Assessment (LCA).

The LCA inspection examines the environmental impact of both the car and its overall manufacturing process throughout the course of its lifetime, taking into account factors such as choice of materials, engine exhaust emissions and recycling.

Benny Oeyen, Vice President Marketing and Product Planning, Kia Motors Europe, commented, “Kia models continue to receive recognition from a wide range of independent industry organisations across the globe – for the quality and efficiency of their production methods, for achieving the highest levels of safety and for their striking design.

“Kia is deeply committed to minimizing its vehicles’ impact on the environment, and this latest honor follows similar accreditations for the striking new Sportage and for our state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in Zilina,” concludes Oeyen.

***more***

All three of the Kia models accredited this month offer competitive running costs, and, in the case of the all-new Rio B-segment hatchback, the lowest CO2 output (from just 85 g/km) of any car currently on sale in Europe.

Kia’s manufacturing facility in Zilina was certified in 2008 as an ‘environmentally-friendly’ facility, earning an ISO 14001 international certificate of environmental management.  The plant employs cutting-edge technology to ensure that production and waste-management have a minimal impact on the environment.  The Kia Sportage compact CUV, which is manufactured at Zilina as well as in Korea, was also awarded LCA status by TÜV Nord in 2010.

###

Kia Motors related video in broadcast-standard or streaming-quality (for Web use), print-quality stills and other press material are available at Kia Motors’ Multimedia Library (www.kiamotors.com), powered by Synaptic Digital’s distribution portal (http://kia.synapticdigital.com/).  Delivery options include digital FTP transfer and streaming download in a variety of file types including Flash, MPEG-2, QuickTime and Windows Media.  Registration and content is free to the media.
Kia Motors Corporation (www.kia.com) -- a maker of quality vehicles for the young-at-heart -- was founded in 1944 and is Korea's oldest manufacturer of motor vehicles. As part of the Hyundai-Kia Automotive Group, Kia aims to become one of the world's premier automotive brands. Over 2.1 million vehicles a year are produced in 13 manufacturing and assembly operations in eight countries which are then sold and serviced through a network of distributors and dealers covering 172 countries. Kia today has over 44,000 employees worldwide and annual revenues of over US$20 billion. It is the major sponsor of the Australian Open and an official automotive partner of FIFA -- the governing body of the FIFA World Cup™. Kia Motors Corporation's brand slogan -- "The Power to Surprise" -- represents the company's global commitment to surpassing customer expectations through continuous automotive innovation. 
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