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Press information 

The cab in the new Volvo FM – functional design creates an attractive working environment
The cab in the new Volvo FM has been developed with a firm focus on the driver’s everyday working conditions. The result is an efficient, ergonomically sound and safe workplace characterised by contemporary design and with all necessary functions located within convenient reach.
The cab sits low on the chassis, enabling a convenient two-step entry and a better visibility for the driver – and the dark-coloured section immediately under the windscreen emphasises this low appearance.

Just as in the FH, Volvo’s classic iron mark has been moved up to a new position below the windscreen. 

“The cab has a modern look with a strong Volvo identity. It looks lower, more down-to earth. The rear-sloping, gently rounded corners radiate aerodynamic efficiency. The new FM thus blends into the traffic in a particularly attractive way,” says design director Rikard Orell. 

The upper part of the cab front is made in one single piece which can be easily opened. A convenient grab-handle is integrated into the front. The lower part of the grille can folded out to form a broad step, convenient for instance when cleaning the windscreen. 

To ensure top-class quality and the safest working environment possible, the cab is made of high-tensile steel and it has been tested according to the world’s most stringent safety norms. 

New headlamps

The new headlamps with their distinctive lines also emphasise the family ties with the new Volvo FH. Their performance is improved both on high and low beam. Servicing is much easier, since all the headlamp functions, including the turn indicators and the eye-catching, angled Daytime Running Lights (DRL), are integrated into one and the same unit. 

The customer can further enhance headlamp efficiency by specifying Bi-Xenon and active headlights, which provide better visibility in the dark by directing the light beams in the direction in which the truck is turning.

Comfortable and user-friendly workplace

The driver has a more comfortable and ergonomically designed workplace thanks to a completely new dashboard and number of new in-cab features. 

“The aim was to create a working climate that helps the customer to attract the very best drivers. We give them a clearly laid out and logical environment, with all the buttons, controls and functions within convenient reach,” explains Ulf Andreasson, Product Manager Cab at Volvo Trucks. 

The new seat can be tilted forward an additional four degrees, and the backrest is now 10 millimetres slimmer. This gives more adjustment scope and a better driving position, above all for tall drivers. 

The new seat design also provides better lumbar and side support, and there is more legroom since the starter key is moved to the instrument panel.
Angled instrument panel

The new instrument panel is angled toward the driver and all the buttons and controls are in easy view and within convenient reach. The steering wheel has integrated controls for several functions, including cruise control, phone, Dynafleet and navigation. 

The flexible switch module can house a variety of controls. One example is the option to operate the I-Shift transmission via four buttons instead of the conventional shift control beside the seat.

The instrument panel also offers a number of smart storage compartments. 

“The basic idea is that there should be plenty of storage space to make the driver’s job easier. Documents, freight papers, magnetic key-cards and personal belongings – everything has its own specially designed space,” explains Ulf Andreasson.

Safer driving 

The new Volvo FM can also be equipped with the radar/camera-based driver assistance system Forward Collision Warning. 
“This system initially alerts the driver and in most cases this is sufficient to prevent a serious accident,” says Carl Johan Almqvist, Traffic and Product Safety Director at Volvo Trucks.
The front underrun protection is a lightweight structure that has been designed to absorb a significant part of the impact in the event of a collision with a lighter vehicle. 

Remote control for easier load handling

The Volvo FM can also be specified with a system that makes the driver’s job easier even outside the cab. 

“With our wireless remote control the driver can instantly see the cargo’s weight and how it is distributed across the load platform. The remote control also makes it possible to carry out a number of other tasks without having to frequently climb in and out of the cab,” says Samuel Nerdal, Product Manager Electrical and Electronics at Volvo Trucks.

Remote control via a new mobile phone app

Another useful new feature for drivers is the “My Truck” mobile phone app, which makes it possible to control and monitor a number of the truck’s functions from anywhere. The app includes:

• Remote activation of the heater. If the truck is equipped with a parking heater, it can be started directly or timer programmed via the app.

• An “instrument panel” which gives the driver access to a variety of information: current levels of diesel, AdBlue, engine oil, coolant and washer fluid as well as the status of the battery and various lights.

• Information as to whether the truck’s doors are locked or unlocked.

• Alarm status. If the alarm is activated, the driver is alerted via his or her mobile phone.

Production of the new Volvo FM gets under way for European customers in September 2013. See the film about the new Volvo FM at http://www.youtube.com/user/VolvoTrucks.
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Eva Lindeberger, Volvo Trucks media relations, phone: +46 31 322 8078

e-mail: eva.lindeberger@volvo.com
Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video about the Volvo Group’s various production plants and products. You can download graphic images in the form of MPEG2 files or order them on Beta SP tape. Registration and video are free to the media.

Images are available in the Volvo Trucks image bank http://images.volvotrucks.com. 
Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of 2,300 dealers and workshops in more than 140 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 16 countries across the globe. In 2012 more than 105,000 Volvo trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, and drive systems for marine and industrial applications. The Group also provides solutions for financing and service. Volvo´s work is based on the core values quality, safety and environmental care.
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