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Press information  

Truck stunt a big hit on YouTube

A young woman walks a slackline between two trucks driving at full speed: not even in Hollywood has this stunt ever been attempted. 

Now the film about the stunt is a massive success on YouTube. Over the past few days, more than 3 million people have seen the film.  

The woman on the line is American slackliner Faith Dickey. She is the world record-holder in highlining, a young sport which is all about walking on a line as high and far as possible. 

“I’m used to heights, long lines and lines that sway in the wind. But those lines are firmly anchored to cliff-faces. Walking a line attached to two moving points is something quite different,” says Faith Dickey.

Never been done before

When the Hollywood team behind the film first heard the idea they were dumbstruck.  

“And here was I thinking that every imaginable stunt had already been done. The fact is that nobody has ever before walked a line between two moving trucks. It felt like an enormous challenge, and it’s challenges that get me going,” says Peter Pedrero, who normally works with stunts in films such as James Bond, Harry Potter and Pirates of the Caribbean.

See the film on www.volvotrucks.com/fh.
Oscar-nominated director behind the film

The film’s director is Oscar-nominated Henry Alex Rubin, whose feature film Disconnect starring Sweden’s Alexander Skarsgård is currently playing in cinemas. 

“My favorite kind of shoot is when someone tells me something is impossible to film. When I hear no, it makes me want to move mountains.”
”Faith Dickey is the same way. Tell her "no" and it will fuel her. She humbled and amazed myself and the entire crew with her courage. This stunt started off as a way to test the precision of Volvos massive 16-wheeled trucks and ended up being just as much a testament to guts and courage." says Henry Alex Rubin.
Not for the reckless

The film was recorded on an almost completed new stretch of motorway in Croatia, with no oncoming traffic. The stunt looks very dramatic, but safety was of paramount importance for Volvo Trucks as well as for stunt coordinator Peter Pedrero. 

“Stunts are not for the reckless. Safety always comes first. You have to prepare for the worst possible scenario at all times, and plan for how to deal with it. Preparation down to the tiniest detail, meticulous planning – they’re absolutely vital,” reveals Peter Pedrero.

Superior handling made it possible

The force behind the film is Volvo Trucks. The aim is to highlight the driveability and superior handling of the company’s latest truck model, the new Volvo FH. The stunt was possible to carry out due to the excellent stability and handling of the new Volvo FH. Thanks to this stability, both trucks could maintain a steady gap throughout the stunt. (See an interview with one of the drivers on youtube)

“It’s not enough simply to say that we are good. We wanted to demonstrate just how much progress we’ve made in the area of driveability and handling,” says Ulf Nordqvist, project manager for the new Volvo FH series. 
The world premiere and official launch of the Volvo FH Series will be held on September 5 at CET 21.00. The launch event will be web casted live at www.volvotrucks.com/fh.
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For further information, please contact: 

Lennart Pilskog, Media Relations. Telephone: +46 70 3183422 

e-mail: Lennart.pilskog@volvo.com 

Per Nilsson, Media Relations. Telephone +46 31 323 3349, e-mail per.nilsson.pr@volvo.com 

Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video about the Volvo Group’s various production plants and products. You can download graphic images in the form of MPEG2 files or order them on Beta SP tape. Registration and video are free to the media.

Images are available in the Volvo Trucks image bank http://images.volvotrucks.com/ .

Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of 2,300 dealers and workshops in more than 140 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 16 countries across the globe. In 2011 more than 115,000 Volvo trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive systems for marine and industrial applications, aerospace components and services. The Group also provides solutions for financing and service. Volvo´s work is based on the core values quality, safety and environmental care.
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