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Press Information
New Volvo I-Shift saves fuel 

Volvo’s automated gearchanging system, I-Shift, has now been introduced in a new version. It has a number of intelligent features that save fuel, improve traction and increase gearchanging comfort. 

“Volvo I-Shift is already the market’s best gearchanging system and with the new features, it is now an even stronger contender,” says Ricard Fritz, head of strategic planning at Volvo Trucks. 

Lower fuel consumption – better driveability

When Volvo Trucks invests heavily in reducing fuel consumption and improving the performance of its trucks, the focus is not just on engines but on the entire driveline. And it is here that Volvo I-Shift plays a central role. More than half of all Volvo FH and Volvo FM trucks sold in Europe are fitted with I-Shift. Now the automated gearchanging system has been adapted to match the performance levels of the new engines and to minimise power losses in the driveline. What is more, the operational sphere for I-Shift has now been further extended through a new range of practical and fuel-saving functions. Here are the main features: 

Improved freewheel function, “I-Roll”. Saves fuel and is automatically activated when neither engine power nor engine braking is needed. 
Fuel-saving for heavy transports. For the best fuel consumption and driving comfort, the driver can indicate if the truck is heavily loaded or not. Gearchanging can thus be optimised. When the vehicle is not heavily loaded, fuel consumption is as low as it is for trucks with the “Long haul and fuel economy” software package.

Better driving comfort on slippery surfaces. There are several new functions that aid driving in difficult situations. For example “Enhanced Performance – bad roads” which optimises gearchanging and results in fewer changes, thus helping to improve starting ability and driveability on poor roads. These functions are designed for applications such as construction and timber-haulage operations. 
Easier driving in traffic tailbacks. In order to avoid unnecessary downchanges and to more easily adjust speed in traffic queues, it is now possible to drive using the idling regulator. 

Makes life easier

“Volvo I-Shift contributes to far better total economy in a variety of other ways too,” explains Ricard Fritz. “Progress is safer. Wear and maintenance costs drop. And, not least, you can attract and keep good drivers. With the gearchanging comfort that I-Shift offers, there is no reason to change gears manually. It makes life behind the wheel far simpler so it is hardly a surprise that so many drivers love I-Shift.” 

Volvo I-Shift program package and function
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For further information, please contact: 

Per Nilsson, phone +46 31 323 33 49, e-mail per.nilsson.pr@volvo.com
Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video from the Volvo Group. You can review and request video material, and choose to receive it as an MPEG2 file or on Beta SP tape. Registration and video are free to the media.

Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and business-driven customers. The company offers a full range of medium to heavy duty trucks, with a strong global network of 3,000 service points in more than 130 countries. In 2007 Volvo Trucks sold more than 100,000 trucks worldwide. Volvo Trucks is a part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive systems for marine and industrial applications, aerospace components and services. The Group also provides solutions for financing and service.
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