1
Volvo Ocean Race 2017/18
TV News: Race Summary Week 22
28 March 2018
Timecode

Footage

Voice Over Script/ IVs Transcribed

00:00

Highlights

Title Sequence

00:10

Archive b-roll of Sun
Hung Kai/Scallywag and
images of Leg 7 start in
Auckland

In the early afternoon (UTC) on Monday, Team Sun Hung Kai Scallywag reported
a man overboard during Leg 7 of the 2017 18 Volvo Ocean Race.
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Archive b-roll of Sun
Hung Kai/Scallywag
including John Fisher
sailing; route animation
and b-roll of the rest of
the fleet

The entire Volvo Ocean Race community extends its thoughts and prayers
to John Fisher’s family, friends and team mates.
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The fleet had left Auckland a week earlier, racing towards Itajaí Brazil.
With approximately 1,400 miles to go to Cape Horn, skipper David Witt’s team
was sailing in strong gale force winds with an accompanying sea state of 5
meters, when John Fisher went overboard.

“I am very saddened to let you know that, we’ve lost one of our crew members
in the Volvo Ocean Race, John Fisher. We were informed by the Sun Hung Kai
Scallywag sailing team that they had a man overboard situation, and they
immediately started a search and rescue operation, and carried this out under
very difficult circumstances, with big waves, big winds and cold conditions. But
after several hours of searching, the crew on Scallywag decided to abandon
their search operation. And this is of course a terribly sad moment for all of us,
first and foremost our thoughts are with John Fisher’s family, and with crew
members on board Sun Hung Kai/Scallywag.

“So the main focus now is to get the boat safely to the Chilean coast, and into a
port in Chile. They are still in very difficult sea conditions, race control are
supporting them all of the way, planning a safe routing for them, keeping them
updated and monitoring their progress. The other teams are also in very difficult
conditions, gale force winds approaching Cape Horn, so they have a lot on at
the moment. We had sent them a short notice, notifying them of what had
happened, and this morning we had notified them that sadly John had not been
found.

Team Sun Hung Kai/Scallywag is now heading towards the coast of Chile,
the nearest landfall, while the Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre has
diverted a commercial ship to pass through the search area.
Race control had informed the fleet on the situation and updated them on
the rescue efforts conducted by Sun Hung Kai/Scallywag and the Marine
Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC).
The news about John Fisher has been devastating. The veteran ocean racer
had friends across the fleet, and tributes are coming in from each of the
boats.
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“I think as a team, within Team AkzoNobel, and on board everyone feels,
wants to send their condolences to the family of John Fisher, or Fish as we
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know him better, and of course all his friends. But also we want to give
some strength to the guys on board Scallywag, and the team onshore. But
personally I know unfortunately how difficult it is in this situation, the guys
have to stick together, and I hope to see them safety onshore very very
soon.”
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Images of big conditions
in the Southern Ocean,
route animation and a
portrait of John Fisher

The incident has made it difficult to focus on racing, but the fleet is sailing
in heavy conditions towards Cape Horn, where they will leave the Southern
Ocean.
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“Well, very sad moments here on Mapfre, after the devastating news came
from Scallywag yesterday, just want to say that our thoughts are with the
Scallywag crew, and all of John’s family, just wish for the best for them for
now”.

With just under 2,500 miles to run to the finish in Itajaí, Brazil, Team Brunel
holds a 50 to 100 mile lead over the rest of the fleet with a week to go.
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