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Speakers in this audio:

Paul Pogba [POG]

Aleksander Čeferin [AC]

Piara Powar [POW]

UEFA_Equal Game_Quote1
AC

It’s a very important thing for UEFA and for European and world football. We have to promote inclusion, diversity and accessibility, and, in my opinion, it’s not about football. We have to promote that, with the power of football, to our daily lives. 

UEFA_Equal Game_Quote2
POG

This message, it comes from love, love when you’re on the pitch, and just love of playing football. I remember when I was younger I was playing with my friends, we’d just go and tell them to come out and play football. So it was my Arabic friends, my Chinese friends: they were all together, no matter whether you were small, you were big, you were disabled. You just do something you love, you play football. So this message, this campaign: I am really honoured to do it, because it’s something that I can do, something that I love, and I can show to the world that we’re all equal in what we do, we just do it because we love it.
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POG

Of course, the power of football right now is everywhere. You can go to America, to Asia, to China - they all love football. So the message you can give to the people on the pitch, will help them off the pitch too. I think it can really help, yes.

UEFA_Equal Game_Quote4a
AC

If you want to be a social fair-play organisation, you have to clearly say ‘no’ to racism, to sexism, to homophobia, to any discrimination, to discrimination of disabled people or any others. The important thing is that you act, that you don’t just make TV spots [he means adverts - Editor’s note]. You have to act. Again, it’s much more than just football. Our power has to be used, so I would like to thank all my colleagues here and all the football players - Paul Pogba, Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi - because there is often a perception that football players only care about their career and their contracts.They have clearly shown that they are different and they have done much more than we expected.
UEFA_Equal Game_Quote5
POW

I think football is intrinsically related to society. We can’t break that link. We can give some leadership, we can do some things that are out of the box because we have people like Paul, and we can use those guys because they want to be involved in these sorts of campaigns. Football has a long way to go, I think, because society has a long way to go. Of course, let’s face it, European society is changing all the time. There are always different issues coming up. There are new challenges and we have to stand eyeball-to-eyeball with those challenges and try to deal with them.
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