
       
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

International automotive event 

SEAT welcomes the Automotive News Europe Congress 

/ This week in Barcelona the ANEC gathers 250 executives of the main brands in the 

automotive industry  

/ A broad programme of presentations and debates and the Rising Stars and 

Automotive News Europe L.E.A.D.E.R. awards ceremony, among the scheduled 

activities 

/ SEAT is hosting the first session tomorrow in Martorell and Luca de Meo is closing 

the congress in the Camp Nou stadium  

 

Martorell, 19/06/2017. - The world’s most prominent leaders of the automotive industry are 

meeting in Barcelona on the occasion of the Automotive News Europe Congress (ANEC). The 

sessions, which are being held tomorrow and Wednesday, will be attended by 250 executives 

of the leading car manufacturers, suppliers, consultants and media to discuss the sector’s 

most pressing issues and future challenges. SEAT, which is hosting the congress, has 

scheduled the first day’s sessions to take place tomorrow in the Martorell facilities. 

 

SEAT President Luca de Meo underscored that “it is an honour to host this congress and that 

it is being held in Barcelona, our home city. As in each edition, Automotive News Europe will 

gather the best voices in our sector to discuss issues of major interest to the industry. 

Debate and analysis are even more necessary today, a time of important challenges for the 

automobile”. 

 

The ANEC calendar of events for Tuesday includes a workshop on smart mobility with the 

participation of Mobile World Capital CEO Aleix Valls, EY Global Transportation Mobility 

Leader Kristin Schondorf, SEAT Head of Business Development Arantxa Alonso, and SEAT 

Head of Connected Car Leyre Olavarria.  

 

Participants of the congress will also have the opportunity of taking a guided tour of SEAT’s 

Martorell factory to become acquainted with the facilities. Martorell is Spain’s leading car 

factory in terms of production, and was distinguished in 2015 with the Lean & Green 

Management Award as the most efficient factory in the European automotive industry. During 

the tour, the visitors will get a first-hand look at the role played by robots in the production 

and logistics processes, as well as the innovations implemented by SEAT to take on the 

challenges presented by Industry 4.0 and to create the most intelligent, digitised and 

coordinated factory. Highlights among these innovations are the use of smartglasses, and 

autonomous, collaborative robots.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The following activity scheduled for the day is the celebration of the Rising Stars Awards in 

Barcelona. The prizes are to recognise those executives, with more than 10 years’ experience 

in the sector, who have promoted change and fostered innovation in the automotive industry 

in several key areas, such as communication, engineering, design and sales. 

 

An extensive programme of presentations and debates is taking place all day on Wednesday 

21st June focussing on future mobility, with discussions about the key challenges for the 

sector such as the autonomous electric car and connectivity. The congress will conclude with 

the Automotive News Europe L.E.A.D.E.R. Awards ceremony and a gala dinner, both being 

held at the Camp Nou stadium, where SEAT President Luca de Meo will be delivering the 

closing speech of the congress. 

 

 

SEAT is the only company that designs, develops, manufactures and markets cars in Spain. A member of the 

Volkswagen Group, the multinational has its headquarters in Martorell (Barcelona), exporting 81% of its vehicles, 

and is present in over 80 countries through a network of 1,700 dealerships. In 2016, SEAT obtained an operating 

profit of 143 million euros, the highest in the history of the brand, and achieved worldwide sales of nearly 

410,000 vehicles. 

 

SEAT Group employs more than 14,500 professionals at its three production centres – Barcelona, El Prat de 

Llobregat and Martorell, where it manufactures the highly successful Ibiza and Leon. Additionally, the company 

produces the Ateca and the Toledo in the Czech Republic, the Alhambra in Portugal and the Mii in Slovakia.   

 

The multinational has a Technical Centre, which operates as a knowledge hub that brings together 1,000 

engineers who are focussed on developing innovation for Spain’s largest industrial investor in R&D. SEAT already 

features the latest connectivity technology in its vehicle range and is currently engaged in the company’s global 

digitalisation process to promote the mobility of the future. 
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