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Samsung Honors Tony Bennett and John Legend
at 12th Annual Hope for Children Gala

Chelsea Clinton, Estelle, Robin Thicke and Matchbox Twenty 
Join Tribute to Raise $1.5 million in Support of Charities for Children
Ridgefield Park, NJ – June 12, 2013 ─ Samsung celebrated its annual star-studded Hope for Children Gala on June 11 featuring celebrity guests Tony Bennett, John Legend and Rob Thomas. The event, held at Cipriani Wall Street in New York City, honored Samsung’s guests and partners who have helped to improve children’s lives across the U.S. With more than 700 guests in attendance, the event raised $1.5 million to benefit children’s health, education and sustainability programs. Additional celebrity partners at the gala included Chelsea Clinton, Drew Brees, Jimmie Johnson, Boomer Esiason, Robin Thicke, Estelle and host Sherri Shepherd. 

Samsung Hope for Children, the company’s global corporate social responsibility platform, brings together the company, its retail partners, and a network of charitable organizations associated with renowned public figures. Over the course of its 12-year history, Samsung Hope for Children has raised more than $30 million through the gala that has helped more than 500 schools, hospitals, and community-based foundations throughout the U.S. One hundred percent of the gala proceeds and additional funds raised by Samsung throughout the year under its Hope for Children platform go directly to the charities.
“As the world’s leading technology company, Samsung recognizes the roles technology and innovation play in making the future a brighter place for our children,” said Y.K. Kim, President and CEO of Samsung Electronics North America.  “Our goal is to help children gain better health and education and empower them to protect the planet on which they live.”   
The New York City gala featured special performances by Matchbox Twenty, Robin Thicke and Estelle. Tim Baxter, President of Samsung Electronics America, presented the Samsung Hope for Children Ambassador Award to John Legend for his work with the Show Me Campaign. Former President Bill Clinton joined his daughter, Chelsea, via video to present Tony Bennett with the Samsung Hope for Children Lifetime Ambassador Award for his work with Exploring the Arts, a nonprofit organization founded by Bennett and his wife, Susan Benedetto. 
To learn more about the Samsung Hope for Children initiative, please visit www.samsung.com/hope. You can also check out the Samsung Hope for Children Facebook Hope tab at www.facebook.com/SamsungUSA.  
HD broadcast footage and photos from the event are available at: http://www.epklink.com/2013samsunggala.

About Samsung Hope for Children
Since our founding in 1969, Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. has worked with passion and purpose to actively serve as a generous and ethical corporate citizen everywhere we operate. The Samsung Hope for Children program was launched globally to bring attention to the worldwide need for childhood education and healthcare. By supplying Samsung products, lending our expertise, and providing financial support, we’re able to give thousands of children in communities around the world access to education, mentorship, leadership skills, and life-saving medical treatment. It is one of the way in which Samsung uses our innovation to create a better world. For more information, please visit www.samsung.com/hope.

About Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. is a global leader in technology, opening new possibilities for people everywhere. Through relentless innovation and discovery, we are transforming the worlds of televisions, smartphones, personal computers, printers, cameras, home appliances, LTE systems, medical devices, semiconductors and LED solutions. We employ 236,000 people across 79 countries with annual sales of US$187.8 billion. To discover more, please visit www.samsung.com.
Samsung Celebrity Partners Quotes
Samsung Hope for Children works with the following celebrities to raise awareness and provide support to the following children’s organizations:
Chelsea Clinton, The Clinton Foundation
“I am thrilled by Samsung’s focus on STEM education, an issue that we at The Clinton Foundation know is crucial to our mission of improving global health, improving kids health here in the U.S., strengthening economies and protecting the environment. Samsung’s Solve for Tomorrow program inspires all children, especially young girls, to explore careers in STEM fields that will make the world a healthier, stronger and better place for future generations.”

Tony Bennett, Exploring the Arts
“I am honored to accept the Samsung Hope for Children Ambassador Award this year. Enriching children’s lives is what my wife, Susan, and I sought to do when we founded our nonprofit, Exploring the Arts. Our organization has been helping to improve arts education in New York City public high schools since 1999, and most recently in Los Angeles public high schools as well.  We commend Samsung’s efforts to improve the lives of children everywhere.” 
Rob and Marisol Thomas, Sidewalk Angels Foundation
“Sidewalk Angels Foundation, our nonprofit, provides critically needed funds to grassroots organizations that support numerous causes, including animal rescue and advocacy and childhood health and wellness. We are excited to be connected to Samsung’s Hope for Children, a program that has done great things to improve children’s health and well-being.”

John Legend, The Show Me Campaign

“I’ve been working with Samsung’s Hope for Children program for the past 3 years, and it’s great to see the program grow each year. I founded the Show Me Campaign in 2007 to break the cycle of poverty through education. Samsung’s Solve for Tomorrow program continues to amaze me with its efforts to strengthen STEM education for kids across the country.”
Drew Brees, The Brees Dream Foundation

“We’re excited to be a part of Samsung’s Hope for Children gala for another year. The Brees Dream Foundation has committed over $18M dollars to improve the quality of life for cancer patients and provide care, education and opportunities for children and families in need. We recently committed $1M to Hurricane Sandy Relief efforts and Samsung’s support allows us to further those efforts.”
Jimmie Johnson, The Jimmie Johnson Foundation 
“Samsung’s Hope for Children program has been a big supporter of the Jimmie Johnson Foundation since 2009. Our foundation helps children, families and communities in need with our major focus on public education. A big part of that has been Samsung’s sponsorship of our Team Up for Technology program, which awards technology makeovers to deserving public schools.”

Boomer Esiason, The Boomer Esiason Foundation

“My wife, Cheryl, and I founded The Boomer Esiason Foundation 20 years ago when our then two-year-old son was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis, a chronic respiratory disease. Through the support of companies like Samsung, we have raised more than $100M dollars to support CF research that will help find a cure and allow those afflicted live longer and healthier lives.” 

Robin Thicke, Doctors Without Borders

“Samsung has made a commendable commitment to supporting organizations that help children battling critical illnesses.  By supporting organizations like Doctors Without Borders, Samsung is helping to improve the quality of life for children in over 70 countries.”

Estelle, All of Me Foundation 

“I founded the All of Me Foundation because I felt it was important to provide young people with inspiring, mentoring, educational and social opportunities.  Samsung Hope for Children has been working for many years to support organizations like ours, providing a much-needed leg up for disadvantaged youth.”

Sherri Shepherd, YAI

“The support that Samsung Hope for Children brings to YAI, an organization focused on improving the well-being of people with disabilities, is instrumental. YAI’s work directly enhances health and education programs for children with disabilities and provides them with a greater quality of life.”
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