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Euro NCAP’s Best of the Best of 2019 
 

Today Euro NCAP publishes its Best in Class for 2019.  Fifty-five cars were 
assessed among which forty-one achieved the top accolade.  This makes 
2019 one of the most impressive years on record since Euro NCAP started 
to evaluate consumer safety of cars on the European market. 

Mercedes-Benz regained its crown in the best performing Small Family Car category.  
The CLA is the sporty alternative to the A-Class Sedan, the winner of last year’s Best in 
Class.  It achieved a score of more than 90 percent in three of the four areas of safety 
and delivered the best overall rating of the year. Remarkably, Mercedes-Benz launched 
five more five-star vehicles in 2019, all with outstanding crash protection and driver 
assistance technology. 
 
Tesla also made a strong appearance this year.  Model X is 2019’s winner in the Large 
Off-Road category, with the SEAT Tarraco in second place.  The Tesla Model 3 is top of 
the ‘Electric and Hybrid’ vehicle class and, together with BMW’s 3 Series, shares top-
spot in the Large Family category.  The two cars end up with identical overall scores, the 
BMW scoring better in pedestrian protection, and the Tesla edging it in Safety Assist.  
Škoda’s new Octavia is the runner-up in this category. 
 
In the combined Small Off-road/Small MPV class, Subaru wins with the new Forester, 
with excellent all-round performance.  Mazda’s CX-30 and VW’s T-Cross, are close 
followers in this category.  Despite missing out on the top spot, Mazda had an excellent 
year, with the Mazda 3 turning in an exceptional performance in adult occupant protection 
and taking the second place to the Mercedes-Benz CLA in the Small Family Car 
category. 
 
In the Supermini class we have a tie; the sporty Audi A1 and top-selling Renault Clio 
have been among Europe’s most popular and desirable hatchbacks for years. Their latest 
generations arrived in 2019 and came out equally well in our tests.  Newcomer Ford 
Puma is the runner-up in this category. The Supermini segment remains the most 
competitive in the market, as is illustrated by the presence of 3, 4 and 5 star cars in the 
list and the winners deserve extraordinary credits for their uncompromising stance on 
safety. 
 

https://www.euroncap.com/en/ratings-rewards/best-in-class-cars/2019/
https://www.euroncap.com/en/results/Mercedes-Benz/CLA/38093
https://www.euroncap.com/en/results/Tesla/Model-X/39141
https://www.euroncap.com/en/results/Tesla/Model-3/37573
https://www.euroncap.com/en/results/BMW/3-Series/38531
https://www.euroncap.com/en/results/Subaru/Forester/39138
https://www.euroncap.com/en/results/Audi/A1/38088
https://www.euroncap.com/en/results/Renault/Clio/35877
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Finally, a special mention goes to the outstanding performance of the BMW Z4, the only 
roadster tested in 2019 but which unquestionably has set a new safety benchmark for 
the segment. 
 
Best in Class  
Large Family Car:  Tesla Model 3 & BMW 3 series 
Runner-up Škoda Octavia  
 
Large Off-Roader Tesla Model X 
Runner-up SEAT Tarraco 
 
Small Family Car Mercedes-Benz CLA 
Runner-up Mazda 3 
 
Small Off-Road/MPV Subaru Forester 
Runner-up Mazda CX-30 & VW T-Cross 
 
Supermini Audi A1 & Renault Clio 
Runner-up Ford Puma 
 
Hybrid & Electric Tesla Model 3 
Runner-up Tesla Model X 
 
A video compiling images of all 2019 Best in Class cars is available on our YouTube 
channel and Newsroom for journalists. Detailed results and crash test pictures of all 
rewarded cars are published on our website. For media requests, please contact our 
Communications Manager, at media@euroncap.com.  
 

Editor’s note 

For full results, visit 27Twww.euroncap.com27T or Euro NCAP's newsroom for journalists. 
For media information, please contact us at 27Tmedia@euroncap.com27T. 

Follow us online and on social media: 
Twitter 
Facebook 
Instagram 
YouTube 

About Euro NCAP 

Euro NCAP organizes crash tests on new vehicles and provides motoring consumers with a realistic and 
independent assessment of the safety performance of some of the most popular cars sold in Europe. Established 
in 1997 and backed by several European Governments, motoring, consumer and insurance organizations, Euro 
NCAP has rapidly become a catalyst for encouraging significant safety improvements to new car design. Visit our 
website: www.euroncap.com. 

Euro NCAP ratings strictly apply to vehicles of the specifications offered in Europe. The ratings do not necessarily 
apply to models offered in other regions, even when sold under an identical name, as production specification and 
equipment may vary. 

https://youtu.be/OL0qjxVqTS8
https://youtu.be/OL0qjxVqTS8
https://euroncap.newsmarket.com/
https://www.euroncap.com/
mailto:media@euroncap.com
http://www.euroncap.com/
https://euroncap.newsmarket.com/
mailto:media@euroncap.com
https://twitter.com/Euro%20NCAP
https://www.facebook.com/Forsafercars/
https://www.instagram.com/euroncap_forsafercars/
https://www.youtube.com/user/euroncapcom/
http://www.euroncap.com/
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