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Munich, October 11, 2016
Press release 
electronica Trend Index 2020: Artificial intelligence should not replace thinking 
63 percent of Germans feel that artificial intelligence in future electronic devices is a good idea. However, consumers feel it is important for smart assistants to know their limits: 84 percent want intelligent household robots, smart cars and medical electronics to help people—but they don't want them to make our own thoughts superfluous. That is the result of the electronica Trend Index 2020 survey. A total of 7,000 consumers in seven countries around the world—including 1,000 representatives of the German population—were surveyed on behalf of the international trade fair electronica. 
When asked about autonomous cars, the fact that consumers want smart electronics to help them, but not loose control completely, was very clear. One out of every two German consumers (54 percent) said that they had reservations about letting a future smart car take control and drive them to their destination autonomously. But if an intelligent automobile monitors traffic like a driving instructor and only intervenes when the driver makes a mistake behind the wheel, that is completely different. Approximately 60 percent of Germans were positive about that type of assisted driving. 
When asked about electronic healthcare, or e-health, the survey's results painted a similar picture. 82 percent want electronic safety technology to make living at home safer for older people. That includes things like connected emergency alert systems, fall detectors in floors and intelligent mattresses. Approximately 80 percent of consumers even gave positive ratings to artificial hands, which use bioelectronics to help patients touch and feel, and implantable eye sensors to improve their vision. However, the use of medical robots to perform surgery in hospitals met with skepticism among those surveyed (53%). Although the use of medical wearables, i.e. devices that patients wear on their bodies to measure and record vital statistics such as heart rate, blood sugar or body temperature in real time, was extremely popular (67 percent). 
"As the electronica Trend Index showed, there is a great deal of demand for innovative technology from the world of electronics among consumers around the world," says Falk Senger, the Managing Director at Messe München who is responsible for the international trade fair electronica. "The Trend Index also shows that to ensure the international market success of electronic devices, manufacturers must focus on technical sophistication, but they must also take the design and color of their products into account. In China, 82 percent of consumers said that they wanted a cool design. By comparison, that figure is 70 percent in the United States, 65 percent in Germany and 49 percent in Japan."    

About electronica

electronica is the International Trade Fair for Electronic Components, Systems and Applications. It is the electronics industry's most important international industry gathering and features a supporting program with forums and conferences such as the electronica Automotive Conference, the Embedded Platforms Conference, IT2Industry and the Wireless Congress. For the first time ever, electronica Fast Forward is being presented. A total of 73,189 visitors and 2,725 exhibitors participated in electronica in 2014. electronica has been held in Munich every two years since 1964. The next exhibition takes place from November 8–11, 2016. www.electronica.de 

electronica worldwide 
In addition to electronica, Messe München organizes electronica China und electronica India. Its network of electronics exhibitions also includes productronica in Munich, productronica China, productronica India and eAsia. 

Messe München

Messe München is one of the world’s leading trade-show companies. It organizes some 40 trade shows for capital and consumer goods and key high-tech industries in Munich and abroad. Each year more than 30,000 exhibitors and some two million visitors take part in events held at the Messe München trade-fair center, the ICM – Internationales Congress Center München and the MOC Veranstaltungscenter München. In addition,

Messe München organizes trade shows in China, India, Turkey, South Africa and Russia. Messe München has a global business presence with affiliates in Europe, Asia and Africa and more than 60 foreign representatives serving more than 100 countries.

