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Kia Racing Prepares for West Coast Swing



KIA RACING PREPARES FOR BACK-TO-BACK PIRELLI WORLD CHALLENGE EVENTS AT MILLER MOTORSPORTS PARK AND SONOMA RACEWAY
Engineers, Crew and Drivers of Kinetic Motorsports Team are Put to the Test 
During Tough West Coast Swing   

· 2,700-mile journey covers two tracks and four races within one week
· 4,400-foot elevation of Miller Motorsports Park adds another dimension to careful preparation of Kia Racing’s championship-winning turbocharged Optimas 

[bookmark: _GoBack]IRVINE, Calif., August 21, 2015 – As the grueling 18-race Pirelli World Challenge (PWC) season heads into its final rounds, the Buford, Georgia-based Kia Racing team faces a challenging West Coast swing for rounds 13 and 14 at Miller Motorsports Park in Tooele, Utah, August 21-23 and rounds 15 and 16 at Sonoma Raceway in Sonoma, California, just four days later.  On top of the logistical difficulties of operating 2,000 miles away from their home base for back-to-back races, the vast differences between the two road courses pose an additional challenge to the team. In addition to considering variables related to track lengths and configurations, the engineers must also factor in Miller’s 4,400-foot elevation and the “atmospheric correction” required by PWC rules for Kia’s turbocharged Optimas.  
“At higher elevations the air density is much different than at sea level, and our turbocharged engines have an advantage because they are less impacted by the thinner air than are the normally aspirated engines of our competitors,” said Russell Smith, team owner, Kinetic Motorsports.  “To keep the playing field as level as possible, the series officials have written an ‘atmospheric correction’ factor into the rule book, which is a formula that lowers our turbo boost in proportion to the barometric pressure at any given track. The challenge is that we have to get it absolutely right. If our cars over-boost at any point during the race weekend, our times would be disqualified for that session, so the stakes are pretty high.”


-more-
	As the rest of the team is busy calculating altitude adjustments and attempting to pack every conceivable tool and spare part they could need during their cross-country trek, Kia Racing driver Ben Clucas, pilot of the No. 36 DonorsChoose.org Optima turbo, is preparing to make his first start at Miller.  Contrary to Ben, teammate Mark Wilkins, in the No. 38 B.R.A.K.E.S. Optima turbo, is ready for his second visit to Tooele, where last year he narrowly missed out on the driver championship during the 2014 season finale.  Wilkins scored pole position in qualifying for the penultimate round but suffered a broken axle at the start of the race that took him out of contention.  Thanks to his successful season to that point, however, he hung on to finish third in the GTS Driver Championship, and Kia went on to win the 2014 Manufacturer Championship.
In addition to the factory-backed GTS Optimas, Kinetic Motorsports’ trio of privately entered Touring Car A (TCA) Forte Koups will be facing a back-to-back challenge of their own at Miller. TCA points leader and defending driver champion Jason Wolfe and teammates Kris Wright and Samantha Tan visit Tooele just one week after Wolfe scored two wins behind the wheel of his No. 36 Richard Wolfe Trucking Kia Forte Koup at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. Both GTS Optimas and all three TCA Fortes will stay on the West Coast for their respective season finales, which are scheduled for September 11-13 at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca in Salinas, California.
GTS round 13 of the PWC at Miller Motorsports Park takes place Saturday, August 22, at 5:10 p.m. ET.  Round 14 begins Sunday, August 23, at 11:45 a.m. ET.  Tape-delayed televised coverage of the GTS doubleheader weekend will air on the CBS Sports Network (air date and time TBA). 
TCA round 13 at Miller Motorsports Park takes place Friday, August 21, at 1:40 p.m. ET, followed by round 14 on Saturday, August 22, at 10:30 a.m. ET and round 15 at 6:30 p.m. ET.  
GTS round 15 at Sonoma Raceway takes place Saturday, August 29, at 4:45 p.m. ET, followed by round 16 on Sunday, August 30, at 11:40 a.m. ET.  Live-streamed coverage of all PWC races is available online at www.world-challengetv.com, and race fans can keep up-to-date with the Kia Racing team via the Kia Motors America Facebook and Instagram pages, and on Twitter @Kia.
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About Kia Motors America
Kia Motors America (KMA) is the marketing and distribution arm of Kia Motors Corporation based in Seoul, South Korea.  KMA proudly serves as the "Official Automotive Partner" of the NBA and LPGA and set an all-time annual sales record in 2014, surpassing the 500,000 unit mark for the third consecutive year. KMA offers a complete line of vehicles, including the rear-drive K900[endnoteRef:1] flagship sedan, Cadenza premium sedan, Sorento CUV, Soul urban passenger vehicle, Soul Electric Vehicle2, Sportage compact CUV, Optima midsize sedan, Optima Hybrid, the Forte compact sedan, Forte5 and Forte Koup, Rio and Rio 5-door subcompacts and the Sedona midsize multi-purpose vehicle, through a network of more than 765 dealers across the United States.  Kia’s U.S. manufacturing plant in West Point, Georgia, builds the Optima* and Sorento* and is responsible for the creation of more than 15,000 plant and supplier jobs. [1:  2015 K900 V8 available in select trims and in select markets with limited availability.
2 Soul EV in select markets with limited availability.
  ] 

Information about KMA and its full vehicle line-up is available at www.kia.com. For media information, including photography, visit www.kiamedia.com.  To receive custom email notifications for press releases the moment they are published, subscribe at www.kiamedia.com/us/en/newsalert.
# # #

* The Sorento and Optima GDI (EX, SX & Limited and certain LX Trims only) are assembled in the United States from U.S. and globally sourced parts
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