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“Reducing the High Cost of Prescription Drugs in the U.S.”
TEASE RUNS:04 ( people walking, pills being counted)
Why the U.S. has the highest prescription drug prices worldwide…that’s next.
JAMA 4042
    TRT: 1:41
    EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, August 23, 2016 
INTRO: Prescription drug costs in the United States continue to rise well above inflation rates and make up an increasingly large share of total health care spending. A new report examines the reasons for these higher prices and also suggests policy changes that could help contain drug costs. Catherine Dolf has more in this week’s JAMA Report.
	B-ROLL

People walking on street, pharmacy sign, doctor holding drug bottles, shelves of prescription drugs
	FOR MANY AMERICANS, A TRIP TO THE PHARMACY CAN RESULT IN STICKER SHOCK. PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES PAY MORE FOR THEIR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS THAN ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD.


	SOT/FULL
Aaron S. Kesselheim, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., - Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Super@:08
Runs:06
	“There’s a lot of frustration about high drug costs and how they impact the delivery of patient care.” 

	B-ROLL
Dr. Kesselheim walking in clinic, various shots of him sitting at computer
	DR. AARON KESSELHEIM AND HIS COLLEAGUES AT BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S HOSPITAL REVIEWED THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH POLICY LITERATURE ON PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES IN THE U.S. THE RESEARCHERS SAY HIGH DRUG COSTS STEM FROM SEVERAL FACTORS.


	SOT/FULL

Aaron S. Kesselheim, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., - Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Super@:25
Runs:15
	“The provision of market exclusivity that allows drug companies to charge whatever the market will bear and then limitations on payers and their ability to negotiate drug prices and the limitations on competition, that might drive drug prices down.”  


	GFX FULL

JAMA LOGO


	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.



	SOT/FULL

Aaron S. Kesselheim, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., - Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Super@:49
Runs:08
(Video covering 1st part of bite: pills being counted)
	“Another factor; a lot of physicians don’t know what the price of the drugs are to patients and so will prescribe drugs without thinking about the price of the product.” 


	B-ROLL
Pharmacists working, cu of pharmacist entering a prescription, pills being counted
	THIS CONTRIBUTES TO PATIENTS SOMETIMES NOT FILLING PRESCRIPTIONS AND SPREADING OUT DOSES OR SPLITTING PILLS TO REDUCE COSTS.


	SOT/FULL

Aaron S. Kesselheim, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., - Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Super@1:00
Runs:07
	“We need more education for physicians and patients about the implications of high drug prices on the delivery of care.”  

	B-ROLL
Pan of prescription drugs on shelf, doctor looking at drug bottle
	ALSO, MORE INFORMATION ON IDENTIFYING HIGH AND LOW VALUE DRUGS, SO RESOURCES AREN’T WASTED. 



	SOT/FULL
Aaron S. Kesselheim, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., - Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Super@1:15
Runs:09
	“And insuring that there is both reasonable periods of market exclusivity as well as adequate competition when those market exclusivity periods end.”   

	B-ROLL
Push in to pile of drugs, pan of drugs
	AND TIMELY AVAILABILITY OF HIGH QUALITY AND SAFE GENERIC DRUGS.



	SOT/FULL

Aaron S. Kesselheim, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., - Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Super@1:26
Runs:13
(Video covering 2nd half of bite: pills being poured out of bottle and counted)
	“There have been a number of studies showing, when generic drugs enter the market that drug prices fall substantially. Money that is spent unnecessarily on expensive drugs cannot be spent in other areas of health care delivery.” 

	B-ROLL
Pills being counted
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.




TAG: ANOTHER JUSTIFICATION FOR HIGHER DRUG PRICES IS THAT IT WILL HELP ENCOURAGE INNOVATION.  HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THE AUTHORS, MOST INNOVATION COMES FROM PUBLICALLY FUNDED SCIENCE IN GOVERNMENT LABS AND ACADEMIC RESEARCH SETTINGS.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
TO CONTACT: Dr. Kesselheim call: Elaine St. Peter at (617) 525-6375    
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
QUOTE 1 Runs:04
“U.S. patients spend a lot more money on prescription drugs than anywhere else in the world.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:13
“Making sure we are spending our resources efficiently and achieving high value for the investment that we put into drug spending is very important.”  
QUOTE 3 Runs:15  
“Insuring that generic drugs are available in a timely fashion, that they are high quality and safe, and that patients can access them and know they are available, is going to be a key intervention to helping address the issue of high drug costs.” 
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