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“Unintentional Marijuana Exposure Increases among Colorado Children”
TEASE RUNS: 04 (marijuana in canisters)

Children and the unintended consequences of recreational marijuana…that’s next.
JAMA 4038
    TRT: 1:44
    EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Monday, July 25, 2016 
INTRO: As of 2015, four U-S states, including Colorado, have legalized recreational marijuana. The drug is available in various forms, including cigarettes and edibles like candy and baked goods. These products are sometimes unintentionally ingested by children.  A new study evaluated these unintentional marijuana exposures among young children in Colorado. Catherine Dolf has more in this week’s JAMA Report. 
	B-ROLL
Pics of sour gummies, chocolate chip cookie, brownie, marijuana 


	SOUR GUMMIES, THIS CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE AND THIS BROWNIE MAY LOOK LIKE REGULAR CANDY AND BAKED GOODS, BUT THEY AREN’T. THEY ARE MADE WITH MARIJUANA.



	SOT/FULL

G. Sam Wang, M.D., - Children’s Hospital Colorado

Super@:08
Runs:08
	“And so they would look highly attractive and taste just like any other food that a child would like to get into.” 

	B-ROLL
Dr. Wang walking in the emergency department, looking at papers in nurses station, walking into exam bay, park, various children in park

	DR. G. SAM WANG (WONG) FROM CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL COLORADO AND CO-AUTHORS EVALUATED THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN SEEN FOR UNINTENTIONAL EXPOSURE TO MARIJUANA FROM 2009 THRU 20-15, BEFORE AND AFTER RECREATIONAL USE BECAME LEGAL IN THE STATE. THEY IDENTIFIED CHILDREN FROM ZERO TO NINE YEARS OLD COMING TO THE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AND ALSO REVIEWED CALLS TO THE REGIONAL POISON CENTER.



	SOT/FULL

G. Sam Wang, M.D., - Children’s Hospital Colorado

Super@:37
Runs:18
	“Between 2009 through 20-15, we saw a pretty big jump in kids annually coming here for marijuana exposures. There was one in 2009 and there was 16 in 2015. Calls to the poison center for marijuana exposures in the same age group increased from nine to 47.” 


	GFX FULL

JAMA PEDIATRICS LOGO
	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA PEDIATRICS.



	SOT/FULL

G. Sam Wang, M.D., - Children’s Hospital Colorado

Super@:57
Runs:09
	“The majority of these kids got into marijuana by route of ingestion, meaning they ate a marijuana product, and a large percentage of them were actually edible products.” 

	B-ROLL
Little girl walking in the park


	THEIR AVERAGE AGE: JUST OVER 2 YEARS OLD.

	SOT/FULL

G. Sam Wang, M.D., - Children’s Hospital Colorado

Super@1:09
Runs:12
(Video covering middle of bite: Emergency room sign on building, insides exam room)
	“Most kids who became symptomatic had some sort of degree of sleepiness. We’ve had children who’ve become comatose, had such difficulty breathing that they actually needed a breathing tube to help them breathe.”


	B-ROLL
Dr. Wang talking with hospital colleague, various shots of edible marijuana products
	DR. WANG (WONG) SAYS IT’S IMPORTANT TO KEEP MARIJUANA EDIBLES IN THEIR ORIGINAL CHILD-RESISTANT PACKAGING AND STORE THEM SAFELY AND OUT OF REACH.


	G. Sam Wang, M.D., - Children’s Hospital Colorado

Super@1:28
Runs:14
(Video covering middle of bite: pan of marijuana canisters. Video covering end of bite: children in park)
	“As more states decide to legalize marijuana we have to make sure the public health impact gets evaluated and we have to continue surveillance on how legalization of marijuana does impact the pediatric population.” 


	B-ROLL
Children in park
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.



TAG: STUDY AUTHORS SAY IN THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF CASES, THE MARIJUANA WAS FOUND IN THE CHILD’S HOME.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
TO CONTACT: Dr. George Sam Wang call: Melissa Vizcarra at (720) 777-6271 
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
George Sam Wang, M.D., - Children’s Hospital Colorado
QUOTE 1 Runs:15
“We’ve legalized both medical and recreational retail marijuana and with that comes increased availability. Just like any other drug, household product, after it’s released for sale it’s more present in the home and that’s where kids are going to get into them, which is what we also saw.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:16
“As states decide to legalize marijuana, we have to make sure people are cognizant of these public health effects and make sure proper thought and regulations are put into place prior to the industry coming in.” 

QUOTE 3 Runs:10
“Make sure you educate anyone else who either has these products in their home or that you have in your home, who may be caring for your children, to make sure they’re aware, so children don’t accidently get into them.” 
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