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TEASE RUNS :04 (pills being counted)
Attitudes about euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide…that’s next.
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    TRT: 1:57
    EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, July 5, 2016 
INTRO: Worldwide, euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide are increasingly being legalized but remain controversial. A new study examined how the public’s attitude toward the practices has changed, as well as what types of patients that are using the procedures and why. Catherine Dolf explains in this week’s JAMA Report. 
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	“There’s been an increase in legalization of euthanasia and assisted suicide in developed countries.” 
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	BOTH ARE LEGAL IN THE NETHERLANDS, BELGIUM, LUXEMBOURG, COLUMBIA, AND CANADA. SWITZERLAND, ALONG WITH 5 U-S STATES: OREGON, WASHINGTON, MONTANA, VERMONT, AND CALIFORNIA OFFER PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE.  DR. EZEKIEL EMANUEL AND HIS COLLEAGUES FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA REVIEWED ALL AVAILABLE DATA ON THESE INTERVENTIONS FROM THE LATE 1940s THROUGH 20-16. 
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	“Public support for euthanasia and assisted suicide is quite interesting. It’s more supportive of euthanasia. It increased from 1947 to about 1990 and then plateaued and over the last few years there’s been about a five or ten percent decline in support.” 


	GFX FULL 
JAMA LOGO
B-ROLL

Graphic-Map

	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. THE INTERVENTIONS ARE RARE.  IN THE NETHERLANDS AND BELGUIM, LESS THAN 5 PERCENT OF ALL DEATHS ARE BY ASSISTED SUICIDE OR EUTHANASIA.  IN WASHINGTON AND OREGON, ONLY 3 IN A THOUSAND DEATHS ARE BY ASSISTED SUICIDE.  HOWEVER, NOT EVERY CASE IS REPORTED SO IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL IF THESE ARE TRUE RATES.
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	“70 to 75 percent of the patients who get assisted suicide or euthanasia, no matter what the country, tend to be patients with cancer. It’s people who have really sort of given up on life…or they fear the loss of autonomy and dignity.”
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	THEY TEND TO BE OLDER, WHITE, WELL- EDUCATED, AND WELL INSURED.
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	“We know these aren’t flawless procedures, we know that they have mistakes and complications, we just don’t know the exact rate and the full nature of them. Worries about widespread abuse of these practices, that people who don’t have insurance or poor people might be predominantly targeted, do not seem to be borne out by the data.” 
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	DR. EMANUEL ALSO SAYS THESE PRACTICES OCCUR WHETHER THEY ARE LEGAL OR NOT.
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	“It behooves us to actually look at the practices and try to understand how they work, how well they work, what the problems are before we rush to legalize it in a lot of other countries.” 
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	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: STUDY AUTHORS SAY PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THESE INTERVENTIONS IS ABOUT 65 PERCENT BUT THE SUPPORT IS MUCH LESS AMONG PHYSICIANS.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
TO CONTACT: Dr. Emanuel call: Katie Delach at (215) 349-5964 
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Ezekiel J. Emanuel, M.D., Ph.D., - University of Pennsylvania
QUOTE 1 Runs:06
“The religiosity of a country will heavily influence whether these practices are accepted or not.” 

QUOTE 2 Runs:08
“All of these interventions, assisted suicide and euthanasia, have complication. The exact rate of complications is not known.” 
QUOTE 3 Runs:12
“This finding that most doctors are not as supportive as the public, tends to be universal, except in the Netherlands and Belgium, where doctors and the population seem to support euthanasia and assisted suicide at about the same rate.” 
[image: image2.png]



1

