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“Lowering Prescription Drug Costs Using Similar, Cheaper Alternatives”
TEASE RUNS: 03 (pills being counted)          
 Another way to save on prescription drug costs….that’s next.
JAMA 4028
    TRT: 1:47
    SPECIAL EMBARGO DAY AND TIME: 11:00 AM (ET) Monday, May 9, 2016 
   INTRO: The United States spends more per capita on health care and prescription drugs than any other country.  Using generic instead of brand name medications is one way to decrease costs.  A new study examined whether therapeutic substitution, another way to lower drugs costs, could also save money on prescription medications. Catherine Dolf has more in this week’s JAMA Report.
	B-ROLL 
Various shots of a pharmacy


	THIS PHARMACY IS FILLED WITH THOUSANDS OF DIFFERENT MEDICATIONS.  SOME ARE BRAND NAME, SOME ARE GENERIC AND SOME CAN BE USED IN A PROCESS KNOWN AS THERAPEUTIC SUBSTITUTION.


	SOT/FULL

Michael E. Johansen, M.D., M.S., - The Ohio State University
Super@:08
Runs:15
(Video covering middle of bite: pharmacist counting pills)
	“This is theoretically different than generic drugs. Generic drug substitution is substitution of the exact same drug. Therapeutic substitution is the use of a similar but not the same drug within a drug class.” 


	B-ROLL
Dr. Johansen walking down hallway, various shots of Dr. Johansen talking with person in pharmacy and holding pill bottles

	DR. MICHAEL JOHANSEN FROM THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY ALONG WITH HIS COLLEAGUE REVIEWED THE RECORDS OF MORE THAN 107 THOUSAND PATIENTS BETWEEN 2010 AND 2012.  THEY LOOKED AT PRESCRIPTION DRUG USE AND ESTIMATED HOW MUCH MONEY COULD BE SAVED USING THERAPEUTIC SUBSTITUTION.


	SOT/FULL
Michael E. Johansen, M.D., M.S., - The Ohio State University
Super@:39
Runs:18
(Video covering middle part of bite: Dr. Johansen looking at medications, pan of pharmacy)
	“There were 26 included drug classes that spanned cardiovascular health, mental health, allergies, urology and many other aspects of medicine. 62 percent of people in the United States used prescription drugs. Around one third of people took a drug from the included classes.” 
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JAMA LOGO


	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA INTERNAL MEDICINE.
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Michael E. Johansen, M.D., M.S., - The Ohio State University
Super1:00
Runs:19
(Video covering middle of bite: pharmacist preparing prescription)
	“In total 73 billion dollars over three years or nearly one out of every 10 dollars spent on prescription drugs could have been saved with therapeutic substitution. Importantly, the consumer paid just over one third or 24.6 billion dollars of the total 73 billion that could have been saved.” 
 

	B-ROLL
Various shots of Dr. Johansen handling and pouring out medications

	DR. JOHANSEN SAYS THAT THERAPEUTIC SUBSTITUTION IS SOMEWHAT CONTROVERSIAL BECAUSE IT COULD IMPEDE DECISIONS ABOUT MEDICATIONS THAT ARE MADE BETWEEN DOCTORS AND PATIENTS. 
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Michael E. Johansen, M.D., M.S., - The Ohio State University
Super@1:29
Runs:17
(Video covering middle of bite: Dr. Johansen looking at medications)
	“There is tremendous potential savings from undertaking of therapeutic substitution on a large scale. However, therapeutic substitution is controversial, it needs to be done in a respectful manner of patients health because that’s really what we’re here for is to try to make patients healthier.” 


	B-ROLL
Pharmacists working
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: STUDY AUTHORS SAY THE NUMBER OF DRUG CLASSES THAT COULD BE INCLUDED IN THERAPEUTIC SUBSTITUTION IS WIDE RANGING.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
   TO CONTACT:  Dr. Johansen call: Sherri Kirk at (614) 293-3737
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Michael E. Johansen, M.D., M.S., - The Ohio State University
QUOTE 1 Runs:15
“If this were to be undertaken, there would have to be lots of careful steps in collaboration between doctors and pharmacies and insurance companies to insure that this is done in a way that doesn’t make the system more complex or to harm patient care.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:09
“Approximately 73 billion dollars over 3 years could have been saved if therapeutic substitution had been instituted in a systematic way.” 
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