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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, December 1, 2015 is:
“CESAREAN SECTION RATES AND HEALTH OUTCOMES FOR MOTHERS AND BABIES”

Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET), Tuesday, December 1, 2015

VO: THE MOST COMMON OPERATION DONE WORLDWIDE IS THE CESAREAN OR C-SECTION. IN ORDER TO SEE BETTER HEALTH OUTCOMES, IN THE MID-1980S, THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION RECOMMENDED THAT MEMBER COUNTRIES C-SECTION RATES SHOULDN’T EXCEED 10 TO 15 PERCENT.  A NEW STUDY EVALUATED THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CURRENT C-SECTION RATES AROUND THE WORLD AND KEY HEALTH OUTCOMES FOR MOTHERS AND BABIES.
“Almost one out of every 5 births on the planet, occur via cesarean section. Across the world the average cesarean section rate is over 19 percent.” 
  VO: DR. ALEX HAYNES FROM ARIADNE (Air-ee-ahd-nee) LABS AT BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S HOSPITAL AND CO-AUTHORS GATHERED PUBLICLY AVAILABLE POPULATION DATA FROM THE 194 WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION COUNTRIES. USING THIS INFORMATION, THEY ESTIMATED TWO THOUSAND AND 12 C-SECTION RATES WORLDWIDE AND EXAMINED HOW THOSE RATES AFFECTED MATERNAL AND NEONATAL HEALTH OUTCOMES. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
“Up to 19 percent, as you increase cesarean section rates there is a decrease in maternal and neonatal mortality. However, as you get above 19 percent there is no further improvements in birth outcomes.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

