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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, November 17, 2015 is:
“Early Antibiotic Use May Halt Progression of Severe Respiratory Illness in Young Children”

Radio script (TRT:57)
EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Tuesday, November 17, 2015

VO: PRESCHOOL CHILDREN WHO EXPERIENCE REPEATED EPISODES OF SEVERE LOWER RESPIRATORY TRACT INFECTIONS OFTEN PRESENT WITH SYMPTOMS LIKE WHEEZING AND DIFFICULTY BREATHING.  A NEW STUDY LOOKED AT WHETHER A COMMON ANTIBIOTIC GIVEN EARLY IN THESE EPISODES COULD PREVENT THE ILLNESS FROM PROGRESSING. 
“A lower respiratory tract illness is a cold that ends up going to the chest and that causes substantial coughing, wheezing, shortness of breath.”
   VO: DR. LEONARD BACHARIER (bah-CARE-ee-er) FROM WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS AND CO-AUTHORS STUDIED MORE THAN 600 CHILDREN, FROM ONE TO SIX YEARS OLD, WITH A HISTORY OF REPEATED EPISODES OF SEVERE  RESPIRATORY ILLNESS.  CHILDREN WERE RANDOMLY ASSIGNED TO EITHER RECEIVE THE ANTIBIOTIC AZITHROMYCIN OR A PLACEBO EARLY IN THESE EPISODES.  THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
“We found about a 33 percent reduction in the risk of lower respiratory tract illnesses that were severe among the azithromycin treated children compared to those who received placebo.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

