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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    11a.m. (ET) Sunday, November 8, 2015 is:
“SHARED FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR PHYSICIANS AND PATIENTS HELPED IMPROVE CHOLESTEROL LEVELS”

Radio script (TRT:60)
SPECIAL EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Sunday, November 8, 2015
VO: FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR PHYSICIANS OR PATIENTS IS ONE WAY HEALTHCARE ORGANIZATIONS ARE TRYING TO IMPROVE HEALTH OUTCOMES.  A NEW STUDY EXAMINED WHETHER PROVIDING FINANCIAL INCENTIVES WOULD HELP IMPROVE CHOLESTEROL LEVELS IN PEOPLE AT HIGH-RISK FOR CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE.
“You can substantially reduce that risk if you take statins or other medications to lower your cholesterol. Many patients at high risk for cardiovascular disease aren’t taking statins or if they are they stop them after a few months.” 
   VO: DR. DAVID ASCH FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA AND CO-AUTHORS STUDIED MORE THAN 15 HUNDRED PATIENTS ALONG WITH 340 DOCTORS.  DOCTORS WERE ASSIGNED TO FOUR DIFFERENT GROUPS, ALL WITH THE GOAL OF HELPING PATIENTS TAKE THEIR MEDICATIONS AND REDUCE THEIR L-D-L OR “BAD” CHOLESTEROL LEVELS. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
“The group receiving shared incentives in which both the patients and the physicians received financial incentives did the best. They had the greatest reduction in their LDL  cholesterol. Getting your cholesterol down is a team effort.  It requires physicians to prescribe the medications and it requires patients to take the medications.”
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

