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“Death Rates, Hospitalizations, and Costs Decrease for Medicare Patients”
TEASE RUNS: 03 (Doctor examining older patient)   
A report card on Medicare…that’s next.
   JAMA 3990
   TRT: 1:44
   EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Tuesday, July 28, 2015
   INTRO:  Improving the health of Americans and the U.S. health care system in general has been a large focus for Medicare in recent years.  With so many different efforts being undertaken, what exactly are the benefits? A new study examined key outcomes among the Medicare population over the last 15 years.  Catherine Dolf explains in this week’s JAMA Report.
	                       VIDEO
	                                   AUDIO

	NATSO/FULL
Runs:04
	“…I was very impressed by the service at the hospital…”



	NATSO/FULL
Runs:02
	 “…everyone was thinking very hard how to help you…” 

	SOT/FULL
Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine

Super@:07
Runs:07
	   “We’re experiencing an unprecedented improvement in the experience of people in the Medicare program.” 

	B-ROLL
Dr. Krumholz talking with nurses, Dr. Krumholz examining patient, patient’s wife, couple holding hands, Dr. Krumholz talking to patient
	DR. HARLAN KRUMHOLZ FROM THE YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND CO-AUTHORS REVIEWED THE RECORDS OF NEARLY 70 MILLION MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES DURING A 15 YEAR PERIOD, FROM 1999 THRU 2013. 


	SOT/FULL

Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine

Super@:28
Runs:09
	“It’s really important to keep tabs on what we are achieving in health care. We spend a lot of time, a lot of effort, a lot of resources trying to make things better.” 

	B-ROLL
Older people outside hospital in wheelchairs
	THE RESEARCHERS FIRST LOOKED AT IMPROVEMENTS IN BOTH THE MEDICARE ADVANTAGE AND FEE-FOR-SERVICE PROGRAMS COMBINED. 

	SOT/FULL

Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine

Super@:39
Runs:07
	“The chance of dying each year has gone down. Almost a 20 percent reduction in the mortality rate on an annual basis.” 



	B-ROLL
Patient being pushed in a wheelchair, older person walking with cane
	THEN THEY TOOK A CLOSER LOOK AT THE FEE-FOR-SERVICE GROUP, REPRESENTING ABOUT 75 PERCENT OF THE OVERALL MEDICARE POPULATION.

	SOT/FULL

Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine

Super@:54
Runs:15
(Video covering middle of bite: empty hospital room)
	 “We saw for every 100 thousand people in Medicare about 10 thousand fewer hospitalizations. That translates into millions of people not hospitalized in 2013 who would have been hospitalized had those rates not declined.” 


	B-ROLL
Out of focus shot of patient in hospital room
	OTHER PATIENT OUTCOMES WERE ALSO BETTER.


	SOT/FULL

Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine

Super@1:11
Runs:06
	“The chance of dying after being hospitalized among Medicare beneficiaries dropped dramatically during this period.” 

	GXF FULL

JAMA LOGO 
	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.



	SOT/FULL

Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine

Super@1:21
Runs:11
(Video covering 2nd half of bite: doctors in patient room talking, staff working)
	“Many more people were spending many fewer days in the hospital in the last six months of their life.  When you consider in hospital costs and at the end of life there were also fewer dollars being spent.” 

	B-ROLL

Older people in the community


	THESE IMPROVEMENTS WERE SEEN ACROSS THE NATION IN ALL POPULATIONS, BY AGE, GENDER, AND RACE. 

	SOT/FULL

Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine

Super@1:40
Runs:05
(Video covering first half of bite: Doctor looking at monitor)
	“We just have to make sure to continue this trend so the next time we look we’re that much better than we are today.”

	B-ROLL

Dr. Krumholz on camera
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: OVERALL SPENDING OF MEDICARE PATIENTS IN THE HOSPITAL ALSO DECLINED OVER 
THE STUDY PERIOD.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
TO CONTACT: Dr. Harlan Krumholz call: Mark D'Antonio at: (203) 688-2493
ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D., S.M., - Yale University School of Medicine
QUOTE 1 Runs:18
“When you take a step back you see that over this period of time, this last 15 year period where we’ve been investing so much in improving health, focusing on behaviors, improving quality of care, that we’ve made remarkable improvements, that things are a lot better. So, if you’re in the program, there should be some assurance that thing are getting better.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:16
“The chance of dying each year has gone down. The chance of being hospitalized each year has gone down and the chance of adverse effects, bad things happening once you’re hospitalized has gone down and the costs associated with hospitalizations have all gone down.” 
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