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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com/] and www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    4 p.m. (ET) Monday, July 13, 2015 is:
“UNDIAGNOSED MATERNAL CANCER MAY EXPLAIN SOME DISCREPANCIES IN PRE-NATAL TESTING RESULTS”
Radio script (TRT:59)
EMBARGO: 4 p.m. (ET) Monday, July 13, 2015

VO: A GROWING NUMBER OF PREGNANT WOMEN ARE UNDERGOING NON-INVASIVE PRE-NATAL TESTING TO HELP IDENTIFY FETAL GENETIC ABNORMALITIES. THIS IS DONE WITH A BLOOD TEST THAT LOOKS AT BOTH THE D-N-A OF THE MOTHER AND THE FETUS.  IN A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THESE TESTS, THE RESULTS APPEAR ABNORMAL BUT THE BABY’S GENETICS ARE ACTUALLY NORMAL.  A NEW STUDY EXAMINED IF THE RARE DIAGNOSIS OF MATERNAL CANCER COULD BE ONE CAUSE OF SUCH DISCREPANCIES. 
“If she does have cancer there’s the possibility that she is shedding DNA from these tumors into her blood.”
VO: DR. DIANA W. BIANCHI FROM TUFT’S MEDICAL CENTER IN BOSTON AND CO-AUTHORS EXAMINED MORE THAN 125 THOUSAND NON-INVASIVE PRE-NATAL TEST RESULTS DONE OVER A TWO YEAR PERIOD. 3,757 WOMEN HAD ABNORMAL TEST RESULTS. 10 OF THOSE WOMEN WERE SUBSEQUENTLY DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER. MEDICAL RECORDS AND ADDITIONAL GENETIC INFORMATION WERE EXAMINED IN 8 WOMEN LOOKING FOR PATTERNS SUGGESTIVE OF AN UNDERLYING CANCER.  THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“It looks like in the women with cancer, that there is a characteristic pattern of imbalance of the genetic information.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

