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“Implantable Defibrillators Underused Among Older 
Patients After Heart Attack”

TEASE RUNS: 05 (doctor talking with patient about his defibrillator, cu of screen showing defibrillator)   
Are older patients who might benefit from cardiac defibrillators after a heart attack getting them? Find out next. 
   JAMA 3986
   TRT: 1:54
   EMBARGO: 11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, June 23, 2015
   INTRO: Each year more than 350 thousand people die from sudden cardiac death. Placement of an “implantable cardioverter-defibrillator” or I-C-D, can prevent sudden cardiac death in patients who have weakened heart function, including those who have experienced a previous heart attack.  A new study examined older patients who had weakened heart function after a heart attack and whether or not they underwent placement of these defibrillators and also what portion of the patients were still alive 2 years later. Catherine Dolf has more in this week’s JAMA Report. 

	                       VIDEO
	                                   AUDIO

	B-ROLL

Paul sitting on exam table talking with Dr. Pokorney, Dr. Pokorney checking monitor


	PAUL HARRISON IS GETTING HIS DEFIBRILLATOR CHECKED.  HIS HEART WAS LEFT WEAKENED AFTER THREE HEART ATTACKS AND NO LONGER PUMPS BLOOD AS EFFECTIVELY AS IT SHOULD. 



	SOT/FULL

Paul Harrison - Heart Patient

Super@ :07
Runs:07
(Video covering middle of bite: cu of monitor, Dr. Pokorney listening to Paul’s heart)
	“It gave me a warning that something was happening. When it went off my heart had spiked to a really high number.” 

	SOT/FULL

Sean D. Pokorney, M.D., M.B.A., - Duke University

Super@:17
Runs:12
(Video covering 1st part of bite: doctor listening to Paul’s heart)
	“The implantable cardioverter defibrillator when it senses one of these fast life-threatening heart rhythms can deliver a shock to reset the heart and hopefully get the heart back into a regular rhythm.” 


	SOT/FULL

Paul Harrison - Heart Patient

Super@ :27
Runs:05
	“It’s happened three times since I’ve had it. It’s actually saved my life.” 

	B-ROLL
Doctor implanting a defibrillator in patient, nurses monitoring patients vital signs, doctor implanting defibrillator


	GUIDELINES RECOMMEND THAT PATIENTS WITH WEAKENED HEART FUNCTION THAT QUALIFY FOR DEFIBRILLATOR PLACEMENT WAIT 40 DAYS AFTER A HEART ATTACK. THIS INCLUDES PATIENTS 65 YEARS AND OLDER. 

	SOT/FULL

Tracy Y. Wang, M.D., M.H.S, M.Sc., - Duke University

Super@:41
Runs:13
(Video covering end of bite: Dr. Pokorney showing Paul his defibrillator on computer screen)
	“We wanted to see how many of these patients got a defibrillator within the next year after their heart attack and then we wanted to look at their outcomes to two years to see if their death rate was impacted by the defibrillator.” 



	B-ROLL
Various shots of Dr. Wong and Dr. Pokorney looking at heart on computer screen, cu of screen, Dr. Pokorney talking with Paul, examining skin around defibrillator

	DOCTORS TRACY WANG(Wong) AND SEAN POKORNEY FROM DUKE UNIVERSITY ALONG WITH THEIR CO-AUTHORS EXAMINED CLINICAL INFORMATION FROM MORE THAN 10 THOUSAND MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES WHO HAD HAD A HEART ATTACK FROM 2007 TO 2010. THESE PATIENTS WERE TREATED AT MORE THAN 4 HUNDRED HOSPITALS ACROSS THE U-S. 

	SOT/FULL

Sean D. Pokorney, M.D., M.B.A., - Duke University
Super@1:09
Runs:06
	“Less than one in ten patients received an ICD within one year of their heart attack.” 

	GXF FULL

JAMA LOGO 
	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.



	SOT/FULL

Tracy Y. Wang, M.D., M.H.S, M.Sc., - Duke University

Super@1:19
Runs:11
Video covering 2nd half of bite: doctor implanting a defibrillator)
	“Patients two years later were surviving longer with a defibrillator. The patients who are 80 years or older we found an association with better survival when a defibrillator was implanted.” 

	B-ROLL

Various shouts of Dr. Pokorney showing Paul his defibrillator


	PATIENTS WHO FOLLOWED UP WITH THEIR DOCTORS WITHIN 2 WEEKS AFTER HOSPITAL DISCHARGE WERE MORE LIKELY TO GET A DEFIBRILLATOR AS WERE PATIENTS WHO UNDERWENT PREVIOUS HEART BYPASS SURGERY.  PAUL SAYS HE IS GRATEFUL FOR THIS LIFE-SAVING TECHNOLOGY.

	SOT/FULL

Paul Harrison - Heart Patient

Super@ 1:41
Runs:11
(Paul and his wife walking out of hospital)
	“You come to a crossroads in your life to where you either give up or make the most of what you have left. I felt like they gave me three chances and not many people get one or two.” 

	B-ROLL

(Paul and wife walking)
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: THE STUDY RESULTS FOUND THAT LARGER HOSPITALS ALSO HAD LOW DEFIBRILLATOR IMPLANTATION RATES IN THIS MEDICARE POPULATION.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
TO CONTACT: Dr. Tracy Wang or Sean Pokorney call: Samiha Khanna at: (919) 419-5069
ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Tracy Y. Wang, M.D., M.H.S, M.Sc., - Duke University

QUOTE 1 Runs:16
“Age really in and of itself cannot be the only determinant of whether or not we offer a defibrillator to a patient. So I think this helps us understand how to best use these therapies the way they were intended to be used so we can really optimize how patients do over time.” 
Sean D. Pokorney, M.D., M.B.A., - Duke University
QUOTE 1 Runs:11
“All of the larger volume hospitals had implantation rates that were less than or equal to 16 percent. So really less than 20 percent of patients at all hospitals were getting these defibrillators.” 
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