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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://jama.newsmarket.com/[jama.newsmarket.com] and www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, April 28 2015 is:
“Emergency Department Intervention Improves Rate of Treatment for Opioid Dependence”
Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Tuesday, April 28, 2015

VO: PATIENTS STRUGGLING WITH ADDICTIONS TO PRESCRIPTION DRUGS AND HEROIN OFTEN SEEK CARE IN HOSPITAL EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS. HOWEVER, THE PRIMARY OPTION AVAILABLE FOR EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT STAFF IS REFERRAL TO ADDICTION TREATMENT SERVICES. A NEW STUDY EVALUATED WHETHER THESE PATIENTS WOULD BE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN SEEKING AND STAYING IN ADDICTION TREATMENT IF THEY BEGAN EFFECTIVE TREATMENT IN THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT. 
“In the emergency department we see the effects of opiate overdose and misuse every single day.” 
VO: DR. GAIL D’ONOFRIO (dah-NAW-free-oh) FROM THE YALE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND CO-AUTHORS ENROLLED 329 PATIENTS WITH OPIOID DEPENDENCE FROM THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT AT YALE-NEW HAVEN HOSPITAL. ONE GROUP RECEIVED A REFERRAL TO DRUG TREATMENT. THE SECOND GROUP HAD A BRIEF INTERVENTION AND REFERRAL TO TREATMENT.  THE THIRD WAS STARTED ON BUPRENORPHINE (Bew-puh-NOR-feen), A MEDICATION THAT HELPS EASE WITHDRAWAL SYMPTOMS AND DRUG CRAVINGS. THIS GROUP ALSO FOLLOWED UP IN PRIMARY CARE FOR MAINTENANCE THERAPY. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“Those patients that were randomized to the buprenorphine group, almost 80 percent of them were in treatment at 30 days. We also found that those patients used less illicit opiates.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

