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“No Association Found Between Measles, Mumps, Rubella Vaccine and Autism, Even Among Children at Higher Risk” 
TEASE RUNS: 05 (Child getting vaccinated)   
A routine childhood vaccine, is it linked to autism spectrum disorders? That’s next.
  JAMA 3977
  TRT: 1:51
  EMBARGO: 11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, April 21, 2015
   INTRO: Although multiple studies over the past 15 years have shown no link between the measles-mumps-rubella (or M-M-R) vaccine and autism spectrum disorders, parents and others continue to associate the vaccine with autism. A new study examined whether or not the M-M-R vaccine was associated with an increased risk of autism spectrum disorders especially in children whose older sibling already had an autism diagnosis. Catherine Dolf has more in this week’s JAMA Report.
	                       VIDEO
	                                   AUDIO

	NATSO/FULL
Runs:03

	“waaaaaah….all done…” 

	B-ROLL
Child getting vaccinated, vaccine in refrigerator, children in park

	RECEIVING THE MEASLES-MUMPS-RUBELLA OR M-M-R VACCINE HAS BEEN A SOMETIMES PAINFUL BUT ROUTINE PART OF A YOUNG CHILD’S VISIT TO THE DOCTOR. HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SAFETY OF THE M-M-R VACCINE ESPECIALLY FROM PARENTS WHO HAVE CHILDREN DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS OR A-S-D.



	SOT/FULL

Anjali Jain, M.D., - The Lewin Group

Super@:19
Runs:14
(Video covering 2nd part of bite: child getting vaccinated)
	“Many of them attribute their child’s autism spectrum disorders to the MMR vaccine. As a result they’re not always vaccinating those kids and their siblings as readily as other parents.” 

	B-ROLL
Dr. Jain walking outside, dissolve to her in office, cu of her on computer, various shots of children in park, family walking

	DR. ANJALI (UN-juh-lee) JAIN (JAN) FROM THE LEWIN (LOO-WIN) GROUP AND CO-AUTHORS STUDIED MORE THAN 95 THOUSAND CHILDREN ENROLLED IN A LARGE COMMERCIAL HEALTH PLAN, FOLLOWING THEM FROM BIRTH TO AT LEAST FIVE YEARS OF AGE. THESE CHILDREN ALL HAD AN OLDER SIBLING ENROLLED IN THE PLAN. RESEARCHERS WERE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN CHILDREN WHOSE OLDER SIBLING HAD AN A-S-D DIAGNOSIS SINCE THAT PUTS THE YOUNGER CHILD AT A HIGHER RISK FOR A-S-D.

	SOT/FULL

Anjali Jain, M.D., - The Lewin Group

Super@:54
Runs:18
(Video covering middle of bite: vial of MMR vaccine)
	“We found no evidence of a harmful association between the MMR vaccine and autism spectrum disorders. This was true even among those children who were at an increased risk of having autism spectrum disorders by virtue of having an older sibling with ASD.” 

	GXF FULL

JAMA COVER 


	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

	SOT/FULL

Anjali Jain, M.D., - The Lewin Group

Super@1:16
Runs:12

	“We found parents who have a child with an autism spectrum disorder already are vaccinating about 10 percent less than the parents of children who have unaffected siblings.”

	B-ROLL
Various shots of children walking outside

 
	DR. JAIN (JAN) SAYS AMONG THE 95 THOUSAND CHILDREN JUST UNDER A THOUSAND WERE DIAGNOSED WITH A-S-D, ABOUT ONE PERCENT, SIMILAR TO THE PREVALENCE IN THE GENERAL POPULATION.

	SOT/FULL

Voice of:

Anjali Jain, M.D., - The Lewin Group

Super@1:37
Runs:12
(Video covering first part of bite:  MMR vaccine in boxes, nurse showing mom information, mom holding child)

	“This study confirms the safety of the MMR vaccine using recent objective data in a very large data set. We hope that this reassures parents when they are making healthcare decisions for their children.” 

	B-ROLL

Mom holding child
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: USING A VERY LARGE OBJECTIVE DATA BASE IS IMPORTANT WHEN LOOKING AT AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS BECAUSE THE CONDITION VARIES SO MUCH FROM CHILD TO CHILD.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc. 

TO CONTACT: Dr. Anjali Jain call: Steve Puleo at (781) 419-8553
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Anjali Jain, M.D., - The Lewin Group

QUOTE 1 Runs:13
“Just under a thousand kids were diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders. That corresponds to about a prevalence of one percent which is similar to what we think the prevalence is in the general population.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:12
“In over 95 thousand children we found that there was no evidence of a harmful association between the MMR vaccine and the development of autism spectrum disorders.” 
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