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“Intrauterine Exposure to Maternal Gestational Diabetes Associated With Increased Risk of Autism”
TEASE RUNS: 04 (Woman getting ultrasound)   
Gestational diabetes and autism, is there a connection? Find out next. 
  JAMA 3976
  TRT: 2:03
  EMBARGO: 11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, April 14, 2015
   INTRO: When a fetus is exposed to high blood glucose because of maternal diabetes, this can have long-lasting effects on development. A new study examined whether exposure to maternal diabetes during pregnancy is associated with an increased risk of autism spectrum disorders in children. Catherine Dolf has more in this week’s JAMA Report.
	                       VIDEO
	                                   AUDIO

	NATSO/FULL
Runs:05
	“…whoa, look at you…say yay …”

	B-ROLL
Megan clapping and hugging Levi, Levi working with therapist, Megan watching Levi and the therapist working

	2 YEAR-OLD LEVI DAHLBERG WAS ONLY RECENTLY DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM BUT HIS MOM MEGAN KNEW THERE WAS SOMETHING DIFFERENT ABOUT HIM BEFORE THAT.

	SOT/FULL

Megan Dahlberg - Levi’s Mother

Super@:11
Runs:11
(Video covering end of bite: Levi walking to mom)
	“Levi was saying hi and bye, kitty and tree and right about the same time he started walking he just stopped. Any sort of communication just went away around 16 months.”


	SOT/FULL
Edward S. Curry, M.D., - Kaiser Permanente Southern California

Super@:23
Runs:13
(Video covering middle of bite: woman getting ultrasound)
	“Early in pregnancy that first and second trimester is where the fetal brain is developing That’s a period of time where the brain is most susceptible to insults, so having an elevated blood sugar is an insult to that fetus.” 


	B-ROLL
Dr. Curry and Dr. Xiang looking at medical file, Dr. Curry at computer in exam room, Kaiser Permanente sign, Dr. Xiang and Dr. Curry talking, lab testing, pregnant women standing and walking

	DOCTORS EDWARD CURRY AND ANNY (Eh-knee) XIANG (She-ong) FROM KAISER PERMANENTE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND CO-AUTHORS REVIEWED THE MEDICAL RECORDS OF MORE THAN 322 THOUSAND CHILDREN, BORN AT KAISER PERMANENTE HOSPITALS BETWEEN 1995 AND 2009. THEY IDENTIFIED THE MOTHERS’ DIABETES STATUS DURING PREGNANCY AND ALSO EXAMINED HOW MANY CHILDREN WERE DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS. 


	SOT/FULL

Anny H. Xiang, Ph.D., - Kaiser Permanente Southern California

Super@:54
Runs:13
	“Exposure to gestational diabetes diagnosed before 26 weeks gestation was associated with increased risk of autism spectrum disorders in the offspring.” 

	GXF FULL

JAMA COVER 


	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

	SOT/FULL

Anny H. Xiang, Ph.D., - Kaiser Permanente Southern California

Super@1:15
Runs:09
(Video covering 1st part of bite: pregnant women walking)
	“For the children of mothers diagnosed after 26 weeks of gestation, there was no increased risk of having autism spectrum disorders.” 

	B-ROLL

Pregnant women walking and sitting


	THERE WAS ALSO NO INCREASED RISK OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS OBSERVED IN CHILDREN OF MOTHERS DIAGNOSED WITH DIABETES BEFORE PREGNANCY AS WELL AS THOSE WITHOUT DIABETES.


	SOT/FULL

Edward S. Curry, M.D., - Kaiser Permanente Southern California

Super@1:32
Runs:13
(Video covering middle and end of bite: ultra sound screen pan down to mother’s belly)
	“Early prenatal care is vitally important for mothers. You want the mothers to come in not only to check for diabetes but also to be on their prenatal vitamins, those things that can have a positive impact on the developing fetus.” 



	B-ROLL
Megan watching Levi working with therapist


	WHILE MEGAN DID NOT HAVE DIABETES DURING HER PREGNANCY, SHE IS GRATEFUL FOR ONGOING AUTISM RESEARCH.   

	SOT/FULL

Megan Dahlberg - Levi’s Mother

Super@1:50
Runs:11
(Video covering end of bite: Levi working with therapist on mini-trampoline)
	“I hope that one day he does not have a diagnosis, that it can be cured.  You just want them to be able to thrive both socially and intellectually and that’s my hope.” 

	B-ROLL

Levi smiling at therapist
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: THE STUDY AUTHORS NOTE THAT THIS WAS AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY AND FURTHER STUDIES ARE NEEDED TO CONFIRM THE FINDINGS AND BETTER UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THIS ASSOCIATION.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc. 

TO CONTACT: Dr. Anny Xiang and Dr. Edward Curry call: Sandra Hernandez-Millett at (626) 405-5384
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Anny H. Xiang, Ph.D., - Kaiser Permanente Southern California
QUOTE 1 Runs:12
“We did not find that use of anti-diabetic medication to treat pre-existing diabetes was independently associated with risk for autism spectrum disorders in children.” 
 Edward S. Curry, M.D., - Kaiser Permanente Southern California

“Autism is a developmental disorder which impairs the normal functioning of the brain and it causes deficits in communication, social skills and repetitive behaviors and obsessive and compulsive behaviors in these kids.” 
 QUOTE 1 Runs:15
[image: image2.png]



1

