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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4p.m. (ET) Tuesday, December 9, 2014 is:
“DUTY HOUR LIMITS FOR DOCTORS IN TRAINING HAVE NO EFFECT ON PATIENT DEATHS OR READMISSIONS”
Radio script (TRT:53)

EMBARGO: December 9,  2014

VO: TRADITIONALLY, DOCTORS IN TRAINING WORKED LONG SHIFTS OFTEN ON VERY LITTLE SLEEP.  MANY WONDERED WHETHER CUTTING THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CONSECUTIVE WORK HOURS FOR THESE INTERNS AND RESIDENTS WOULD IMPROVE PATIENT CARE. A NEW STUDY EVALUATED IF CUTS IMPLEMENTED IN 2011 HAD ANY EFFECT ON PATIENT DEATH AND READMISSION RATES IN TEACHING HOSPITALS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.  
“This study was done in the most critical period which was the first year after the reforms were implemented.” 

VO: DR. MITESH (Mee-Tesh) PATEL FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA AND CO-AUTHORS EVALUATED ALMOST THREE MILLION MEDICARE PATIENTS TREATED AT TEACHING HOSPITALS ACROSS THE U.S. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.   

“While a good amount of people were hopeful that duty hour reforms would improve outcomes and others were fearful they might actually get worse,neither was true. There was no significant association with the duty hour reforms and changes in patient death or readmissions to the hospital.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

