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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4p.m. (ET) Tuesday, November 25, 2014 is:
“FULL-DAY PRESCHOOL INCREASES SCHOOL READINESS AND ATTENDANCE”
Radio script (TRT:60)

EMBARGO: November 25,  2014

VO: THREE AND FOUR YEAR OLDS PARTICIPATING IN HIGH-QUALITY PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS ARE BETTER PREPARED WHEN THEY GET TO KINDERGARTEN AND BEYOND. HOWEVER, MOST PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS ARE ONLY PART-DAY. A NEW STUDY LOOKED AT WHETHER ATTENDING A FULL DAY PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVEN HIGHER LEVELS OF SCHOOL READINESS AND FEWER ABSENCES. 

“It’s very high quality education in small classes within a community of teachers and parents that are supporting children and their learning.” 
VO: DR. ARTHUR REYNOLDS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA AND CO-AUTHORS EXAMINED ALMOST A THOUSAND CHILDREN FROM 11 CHILD PARENT CENTERS ATTENDING EITHER FULL OR PART-DAY PROGRAMS DURING THE 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR. RESEARCHERS COMPARED LANGUAGE, MATH, LITERACY AND SOCIO-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS, ALONG WITH THE RATES OF ATTENDANCE AND CHRONIC ABSENCES. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.  

“By offering full-day preschool you’re more than doubling the amount of learning time that goes on during that day. Children in full day were much more likely to be regularly attending programs; there was a significant association with lower rates of chronic absences.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

