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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
“RISK OF DYING INCREASES WITH IN-HOSPITAL HEART ATTACKS”
Radio script (TRT:55)

November 16,  2014

VO: WHEN SOMEONE EXPERIENCES A HEART ATTACK IN THE COMMUNITY AND ARRIVES AT THE HOSPITAL, THERE ARE  WELL ORGANIZED PRACTICES TO HELP RE-OPEN BLOCKED ARTERIES. BUT WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A PATIENT HAS A HEART ATTACK WHILE HOSPITALIZED FOR AN UNRELATED HEALTH PROBLEM?  A NEW STUDY EXAMINED WHETHER THOSE PATIENTS ALSO RECEIVE QUICK AND EFFICIENT CARE FOR THEIR HEART ATTACK.  

“The mortality was much higher for patients who had a heart attack in the hospital than outside the hospital.” 
VO: DR. GEORGE STOUFFER AND COLLEAGUES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA EXAMINED DATA FROM PATIENTS WHO EXPERIENCED HEART ATTACKS FROM ARTERIES THAT WERE COMPLETELY BLOCKED, AT 303 CALIFORNIA HOSPITALS DURING A FOUR YEAR PERIOD. ABOUT 95 PERCENT HAD A HEART ATTACK OUTSIDE THE HOSPITAL. 5 PERCENT HAD A HEART ATTACK WHILE HOSPITALIZED  FOR A NON-HEART RELATED PROBLEM. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

“Patients who had a heart attack in the hospital were older, more likely to be female, they are also sicker, they were also less likely to get interventional treatment.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

