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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4 p.m. (ET) Tuesday, November 11, 2014 is:
“FEWER HOSPITALIZATIONS, INVASIVE PROCEDURES AND COSTS FOR CANCER PATIENTS IN HOSPICE CARE”
Radio script (TRT:58)

November 11,  2014

VO: END OF LIFE CARE IS A TOUGH SUBJECT TO TALK ABOUT, ESPECIALLY WHAT TYPE OF HEALTH CARE PATIENTS SHOULD RECEIVE WHEN THEIR CANCER IS NO LONGER RESPONDING TO TREATMENT. TODAY, MANY PATIENTS WITH ADVANCED CANCER ARE CHOOSING HOSPICE BUT CARE GIVEN OUTSIDE OF HOSPICE IS ALSO INCREASING. A NEW STUDY EXAMINED WHAT HAPPENS AT THE END OF LIFE FOR PATIENTS RECEIVING HOSPICE CARE COMPARED TO THOSE WHO DO NOT.
“The non-hospice people were getting admitted to the hospital about 50 percent more often. They were admitted to the intensive care unit about twice as often and they also got about twice and many invasive procedures. It wasn’t about their underlying cancer or treating it.” 
VO: DR. ZIAD (ZEE-Ahd) OBERMEYER FROM BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S HOSPITAL AND HIS CO-AUTHORS LOOKED AT MEDICARE PATIENTS WITH POOR-PROGNOSIS CANCERS AND COMPARED THOSE WHO ENROLLED IN HOSPICE TO THOSE WHO DID NOT. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

“When you’re comparing people with the exact same survival from diagnosis until death you can achieve that outcome with far fewer hospitalizations, procedures and discomfort to the patient by enrolling in hospice.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

