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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4 p.m. (ET) Tuesday, October 21, 2014 is:
“HOSPITALS SWITCHING FROM NON-PROFIT TO FOR-PROFIT STATUS IMPROVE FINANCIALLY AND CONTINUE SERVING POOR AND MINORITY PATIENTS”
Radio script (TRT:59)

October 21,  2014

VO: AN INCREASING NUMBER OF HOSPITALS IN THE UNITED STATES ARE MAKING THE SWITCH FROM NON-PROFIT TO FOR-PROFIT STATUS. THESE CONVERSIONS ARE CONTROVERSIAL FOR MANY REASIONS. A NEW STUDY EXAMINED WHAT REALLY HAPPENS WHEN NON-PROFIT HOSPITALS BECOME FOR-PROFIT INSTITUTIONS. 
“People worry that for-profit hospitals will skimp on care. That when a hospital becomes for-profit it’s going to avoid poor patients, sick patients, minority patients.” 
VO: DR. ASHISH (Ah-Sheesh) JHA (JAH) AND HIS COLLEAGUES FROM THE HARVARD SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH EXAMINED 237 HOSPITALS THAT MADE THE SWITCH TO FOR-PROFIT STATUS DURING THE LAST DECADE. RESEARCHERS MATCHED THOSE HOSPITALS WITH HOSPITALS IN THE SAME REGION THAT DIDN’T MAKE THE SWITCH. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

“Conversion to for-profit status does help hospitals out, their financial margins improve, they become healthier institutions financially. These hospitals don’t seem to be avoiding poor patients, minority patients, the quality of care that they provide seems quite comparable to everybody else in that community, suggesting that conversion is not something that is bad for patient care.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

