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IVECO’s development strategy of LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) as the alternative 

to diesel for long haul transport endorsed by German Ministry of Transport and 

Digital Infrastructure study 

 

Germany’s ambitious target of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by up to 95% by 2050 is set to 

have a significant impact on the evolution of long distance freight transport. 

 
In a recently published study, the German Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI) 

identifies Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) as the best applicable solution for long-distance haulage in 

the short term and for the next 10 to 15 years. 

 
IVECO has pioneered natural gas technology for two decades, seeing it as the mature, reasonable 

and viable solution for sustainable transport. As a result, it is the only manufacturer that offers a full 

range of Natural Power models and the only true natural gas long haulage truck, the Stralis NP. 

 

 
Turin, 8 September 2017 

 
The German Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI) has published its “Environmentally 

friendly road haulage initiative” („Initiative klimafreundlicher Strassengüterverkehr“), with the aim of 

achieving the country’s climate action target of reducing overall greenhouse gas emissions by up to 

95% by 2050 and emissions from transport by up to 42% by 2030, compared to 1990 levels. Reaching 

this target will require an almost complete decarbonization of the transport industry. 

 
The BMVI Roadmap focuses on heavy trucks and considers the feasibility of natural gas, hydrogen fuel 

cells and electricity-based liquid fuels as the solutions to achieve a sustainable transport. This is consistent 

with IVECO’s sustainable transport strategy, which sees Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) as the best 

applicable solution for long-distance haulage in the short term. The study identifies LNG as the only mass 

market alternative to diesel until hydrogen fuel cell systems may then come on stream around 2030, 

followed by electricity-based fuels. Coming on the back of the recent extension of the tax reduction on 

natural gas until 2026 – further increasing investment safety – this study represents a logic step forward 

and signals coherent activities for a change in this sector. The BMVI study expects that some 50,000 

alternative traction long-haul trucks will be sold by 2030, of which 1,000 will be supported by a soon to be 

announced incentive programme. 
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The BMVI study converges with IVECO’s vision of the future of the sector: natural gas is the next step on 

the path to sustainable transport. IVECO has pioneered alternative tractions – natural gas, electric and 

hybrid – for the past 20 years and is recognized today as a leader in this sector. In fact, this year NGV 

Global, the International Association for natural gas vehicles, bestowed the “NGV Global Industry 

Champion” Award to IVECO for its commitment to the natural gas sector and for its efforts in developing 

the Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) markets. 

 

As a result of this long-standing focus on this alternative fuel technology, IVECO is today the only 

manufacturer to offer a full range of natural gas models featuring three engine families developing 136 

to 400 hp, with a product offer ranging from 3.5 to 40 tonnes – from light commercial vehicles to heavy-

duty long-haul trucks, as well as buses. At the top of the heavy range – and relevant to the BMVI study – is 

the Stralis NP, the first natural gas truck specifically designed for long-haul operations, with 

autonomy of up to 1,500 km ensured by its two 400 kg LNG tanks and exceptionally fuel efficient engine. 

Featuring IVECO’s natural gas technology, it can run on Compressed or Liquefied Natural Gas, to deliver 

the power rating, comfort, transmission technology and fuel autonomy to suit long-distance transport 

missions. 

 

Stralis NP is already proving popular in the international heavy haulage sector up to 40 tons, with 

customers reporting significant reduction in Total Cost of Ownership (TCO). In terms of environmental 

performance, the benefits are already significant with fossil derived natural gas, as the Stralis NP’s CO2 

emissions are up to 10% lower than its diesel equivalent depending on mission and gas composition. 

This reduction in CO2 can be improved further with the use of renewable gas (up to -95% with 

biomethane). The benefits of IVECO’s natural gas technology extend beyond the vehicle’s CO2 emissions: 

the level of particulates are negligible and the NOx much lower (-50% compared to diesel over long haul 

mission). It is also much quieter, with noise levels 50% lower. This opens the door to additional business 

opportunities in urban areas with traffic restrictions.  

 

With more than 22,000 units sold, IVECO is the absolute market and technology leader in natural gas 

commercial vehicles. 

 

For further information:  

“Initiative klimafreundlicher Straßengüterverkehr“:  

http://www.bmvi.de/SharedDocs/DE/Anlage/MKS/initiative-klimafreundlicher-

strassengueterverkehr.pdf?__blob=publicationFile 
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IVECO 

 
IVECO is a brand of CNH Industrial N.V., a World leader in Capital Goods listed on the New York Stock Exchange 

(NYSE: CNHI) and on the Mercato Telematico Azionario of the Borsa Italiana (MI: CNHI). IVECO designs, manufactures 

and markets a wide range of light, medium and heavy commercial vehicles, off-road trucks, and vehicles for applications 

such as off-road missions.  

 

The brand’s wide range of products include the Daily, a vehicle that covers the 3 – 7.2 ton vehicle weight segment, the 

Eurocargo from 6 – 19 tons, the Trakker (dedicated to off-road missions) and the Stralis, both over 16 tons. In addition, 

the IVECO Astra brand builds off-road trucks, rigid and articulated dumpers as well as special vehicles.  

 

IVECO employs close to 21,000 individuals globally. It manages production sites in 7 countries throughout Europe, Asia, 

Africa, Oceania and Latin America where it produces vehicles featuring the latest advanced technologies. 4,200 sales 

and service outlets in over 160 countries guarantee technical support wherever an IVECO vehicle is at work. 

 

For further information about IVECO: www.iveco.com  

For further information about CNH Industrial: www.cnhindustrial.com 

 

For further information, please contact: 

IVECO Press Office – EMEA Region  

pressoffice@iveco.com 

www.ivecopress.com   

Tel.  +39 011 00 72965 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/IVECO/  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/ivecoitaly  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/iveco/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Iveco  
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