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Chris on: Europe faced a turbulent year in 2012, a test of European cohesiveness. We will discuss it, and the perspectives for 2013, in this interview with the president of the European Popular Party Group, Joseph Daul, in his office in the European Parliament. Thank you for having granted us this interview Mr. Daul. It was a difficult year for Europe. Do you believe that Europe is beginning to emerge from it?

Joseph Daul On: It was a very difficult year, 2012 ...is a year when we began to make decisions, and of course you don’t see the results right away.
Chris on It was not very fast.

Joseph Daul On: And it doesn’t go fast enough. Neither for the mortal commander, nor for the citizens. But I will say that I am very confident that we are going forward.  I think often, that what you can reproach those at the European level, and there our fellow citizens are right, that people are afraid to decide among the EU 27, we’re not deciding quickly enough.

Chris on: So after the EU summit in December, is that the glass is half empty or half full?

Joseph Daul On :Well, I always see the glass half full. Because if you see the glass half empty you cannot, as an official, have the glass half.
Chris on
But you, you said it would be a lot more of the way this time, right?

Joseph Daul On: No, I said that it's not going fast enough for me.
Chris on: Not fast enough, here.

Joseph Daul On: Because the other crisis that I run I just say, it was the great crisis of mad cow disease. It has nothing to do, but in terms of crisis management, it is exactly the same. When the crisis is, we must first look, think before acting, but then we must act. And for me, we do not act quickly enough to overcome the crisis.
Chris on: What do you want to see in the coming months to addresser this crisis?

Joseph Daul On: Governance, governance between countries in the euro, such as fiscal and social harmonization. And I say it again today, it is not uniform, but it takes a harmonization, and much faster. We must go much further towards this integration European, and this governance in Europe.
Chris on: When are we going to this much budget 2014-2020? It drags on. Are you optimistic that we can reach a solution in the coming months?

Joseph Daul On :I am a realist. Anyway, we are compelled as we were. Recall the six pack, two pack, such as governance. In early 2012, the heads of state and government said, we do not want. Parliament has made proposals in March. We have not changed our proposals; we simply declined because we did not come to an agreement with the Council. At the end of 2012 the Council told us, "You do not go far enough."
Chris on: How much do you blame Britain? Is it completely their fault?

Joseph Daul : But it is not only the UK that is at fault. On the budget, we'll see. What is the courage of Europeans? If we have 26 countries, who find a solution, then Britain that will block everything. And first we must find the 26 or 24. So I think that's it now, and we have such problems if we do not agree, then the public will not forgive us at the European elections 2014.
Chris on:Exactly, and that must move now in this budget? 

Joseph Daul : You know, it's such a small budget, 130 billion. It is so much history in this budget. But this budget is required for all countries in terms of investment. And I think it is very important for all countries.

Chris on:Talk about the CAP, the Common Agricultural Policy. You are a farmer. And it is a part of this debate on the budget. It is around half the EU budget.

Joseph Daul : No, 38 percent.
Chris on: Okay, 38 percent. And as a farmer, what is your opinion? CAP must be modified so that the budget can be approved?

Joseph Daul : First, the CAP is currently the only common policy. When you ask a farmer from the north or the south of Europe, he knows what we are talking about. When I speak of the social budget, he doesn’t know what we are talking about. When I speak of the research budget, he does not know what I mean. But agriculture is still relevant, successive reforms have enabled us today to ensure food safety with quality products. So this is the only policy that is IN EUROPE. If all politicians were managed as agriculture, agriculture trios would represent four percent of the European budget.
Chris on:Let’s talk about the consumer. There is an effort slash mobile telecom prices, correct? It could  be one of this year’s highlights.

Joseph Daul :It's, it's been part of achieving common rules. It's part of the single market. And I think for telecoms at the grassroots level, we took an enormous step. And if we subjected all public procurement to the single market, we can get two percent growth. And numerical steps, four per cent growth. In a time when there is no growth in different countries to create art employs, growth is on the table.
Chris on:Let’s talk more about the single market, which was formed 20 years ago, now with a half billion consumers. For consumers, for entrepreneurs, what progress did the parliament achieve toward a more efficient single market? What are some examples?

Joseph Daul On :But the example is roaming. It is truly an example. It is truly an example. Is that now, when we passed the borders - it is still not perfect, but not perfect 27 and the advance Europe - As the `President Van Rompuy, by ripple, not shock. Otherwise it does not advance. And I think roaming is really understanding. That's why now the digital work should accelerate.
Chris on: That, and also for SMEs.

Joseph Daul On :But of course, for SMEs it is exactly the same. We need to harmonize for the companies who want to make tenders in France and want to do this in other countries, like Belgium, and I take my neighbours in Germany – they understood that we are powerful in Europe. This is not the case today.

Chris on: And the European patent is another example, right?

Joseph Daul On: This is another example, which has lasted too long.
Chris on: It lasted for dozens of years.

Joseph Daul On: That's it, I think it is twenty years or so. And so last week we voted in Strasbourg. Of course it is not perfect, but I think anyway, we have that in Europe, and the patent is very important for our companies.

Chris on: Let's go back to EU spending. How much should we worry about the lack of solidarity between member countries, member states? Are populism and nationalism threatening the European project?

Joseph Daul On: You know, in difficult times, in times of crisis, if you look at history, in a moment of crisis, populism has always worked and always had its base and the base was taken hostage. But these are not the populist proposals that you have on the table that we will resolve that we solve the crisis. It is not with populist proposals that we will exist in the world

Chris on: But you can see more of that in advance of the European election.

Joseph Daul On: But anyway it is there in each country.

Chris on: How to avoid it?

Joseph Daul On:  We see that the populists are on the rise. But counter that by continuing our actions. Continuing to defend our values. And especially to stay the course. And every time I ask to our parties that are at the centre-right, we must keep our values to keep our voters, and conquer others.

Chris on: But how to counter the political spectacle?

Joseph Daul On: The political spectacle. You know, there are those who have made political spectacle. And when they are later the government, we have seen I think the Netherlands, everything they promised, they can not do. Well, their tenure did not last very long. Because people realize more and very quickly, that the policy of spectacle, it does not work. We need governance that requires sound and rigorous. And we must defend our values.

Chris on: Let's turn   to the international scene. Syria for example. After tens of thousands of deaths in a region closer to Europe, what should we do now?

Joseph Daul On: And I congratulate the Council last week. Having at least been talking about the defense embryo in Europe. Because as for Syria, we are the largest donors in the world in terms of aid, level of development, the level of food aid. The largest donors and I give this example. But if we want to distribute food to people we need a helicopter from Mr Putin or Mr Obama. We can not exist in the world -500 million consumers and citizens- without a certain European defence, not to make war, but to ensure peace and to help poorest.

Chris on: With respect to Egypt and our external policy, you fear a dictatorship over there? How to take action?

Joseph Daul On: We are in a very difficult period, very difficult. You know, these countries are establishing democracy. It is not easy. We see in other countries that democracy is something that can be learned. And this is something you must admit, we have to work at every day. And Europe must help this democracy so it takes root, but must also denounce democracy if this is in the wrong direction. This is what we have always done in the EPP, even in the interior of European countries.

Chris on: What are your wishes for the European Union, for the citizens for this new year?

Joseph Daul On: I think for citizens, we must remember why Europe was created. And I know some will tell me it's corny, but the Nobel Prize for Peace, 60 years of peace and prosperity. It is not as simple as that, when we look, as you said, to Syria, Egypt, around us in the Balkans. And I think that is extraordinary. The second point is Erasmus. With Erasmus, there are millions of students who share in Europe. It is this younger generation who will make Europe.

I wish above all our citizens, not to speak of the crisis, which still exists, which will not be completed in 2013. But we see the embryo of an exit from the crisis. That it be, as I said, in Latvia, that it be in Ireland, the same in Spain and even Italy, which making progress. I think also, it is an embryo. And the work of 2011 and 2012 will be paid in 2013. And that's why I'm confident enough to go inside in the 2014 European elections.

Chris on: Thank you Mr. Daul for having joined us on EPP TV meeting. And Happy New Year.
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