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Team Rubicon, in Partnership with CASE, Begins Heavy Equipment Operations for 
Hurricane Harvey Recovery 

“Operation Hard Hustle” represents the largest natural disaster response for Team Rubicon’s heavy 
equipment cadre; equipment and support for operation provided by CASE and Sonsray Machinery, Inc.  
 
Racine, Wis., September 21, 2017 

Veteran-led disaster response organization Team Rubicon began the heavy equipment operations of 
“Operation Hard Hustle” on Thursday, September 14, 2017 with equipment and on-site support 
personnel provided by CASE Construction Equipment. Initial heavy equipment operations included 
debris removal and home demolition near Rockport and Aransas Pass, Texas, where the eye of 
Hurricane Harvey made landfall in August. Sonsray Machinery, Inc. of California also shipped compact 
track loaders in for the operation, and Michelin North America, Inc. donated sets of its Tweel airless 
radial tires to outfit skid steers working in demolition applications.  

“This is the most severe disaster the heavy equipment operators at Team Rubicon have been deployed 
to since the inception of the equipment operation training program in 2015,” said Scott Harris, vice 
president — North America, CASE Construction Equipment. “What CASE staff saw in Rockport and 
surrounding areas were communities coming together to lift each other up and rebuild, and Team 
Rubicon is there at the forefront. It’s that sense of community and civic responsibility that drove us, and 
dealers like Sonsray, to step up and join them in Texas.” 
 
“You can’t understand the devastation leveled by a hurricane until you’re standing at the point where the 
eye made landfall and see the damage. It disrupts basic services and infrastructure for weeks and 
potentially months,” says John Dotto, brand marketing manager with CASE, who was on the ground with 
Team Rubicon in Texas. “We’re inspired by the spirit and resiliency shown by Texans, and are 
committed to doing what we can in conjunction with Team Rubicon to start rebuilding the community.” 
 
Nueces Power Equipment of Corpus Christi is providing on-ground equipment support to the operation in 
Rockport.      
 
Since Hurricane Harvey made landfall, Team Rubicon has deployed 768 volunteers to Texas in support 
of the ongoing relief efforts with debris removal, damage assessments, muck outs, expedient home 
repair and chainsaw operations. Strike teams on the ground have conducted over 5,000 damage 
assessments and serviced 135 homes to date. 
 
The heavy equipment competency within Team Rubicon was created to train volunteers in the safe 
operation of equipment to support disaster response operations. CASE has provided ongoing equipment 
and training support since the beginning of the heavy equipment program in November 2015. 
 
Team Rubicon continues to establish operations throughout Texas and Florida in response to Harvey 
and Irma, and will deploy additional heavy equipment teams as needed. To donate to Team Rubicon’s 
relief efforts, visit TeamRubiconUSA.org. For more on the partnership between Team Rubicon and 
CASE, visit CaseCE.com/TeamRubicon.    
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CASE Construction Equipment sells and supports a full line of construction equipment around the world, 
including the No. 1 backhoe loaders, excavators, motor graders, wheel loaders, vibratory compaction 
rollers, crawler dozers, skid steers, compact track loaders and rough-terrain forklifts. Through CASE 
dealers, customers have access to a true professional partner with world-class equipment and 
aftermarket support, industry-leading warranties and flexible financing. More information is available at 
www.CaseCE.com. 
  
CASE Construction Equipment is a brand of CNH Industrial N.V., a World leader in Capital Goods listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE: CNHI) and on the Mercato Telematico Azionario of the Borsa 
Italiana (MI: CNHI). More information about CNH Industrial can be found online at www.cnhind.com. 
 
Team Rubicon unites the skills and experiences of military veterans with first responders to rapidly 
deploy emergency response teams. Team Rubicon is a nonprofit organization offering veterans a chance 
to continue their service by helping and empowering those afflicted by disasters, and also themselves. 
Programs and services are made possible by the support of individual donors, corporate partners, and 
the dedication of volunteers across the country. To join or support Team Rubicon’s mission, visit 
www.TeamRubiconUSA.org. 
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