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New Holland tractors return to Basildon after completing 5000 mile coastline 

challenge for charity 

 

 Blue Force Tractor Club has completed a Coastline Tractor Challenge around the UK and 

Ireland to celebrate 100 years of blue tractor manufacturing  

 New Holland provided new T6.145 and T6.180 tractors, built in Basildon, for the challenge 

 The 5,000 mile challenge has taken 51 days, starting 13 April and finishing 2 June 2017 

 

Two members of tractor enthusiast club Blue Force are celebrating after completing a 5,000 mile, 51 

day Coastline Tractor Challenge, not previously attempted on tractors. The challenge marks 100 years 

of blue tractor production in 2017. The challenge started from New Holland’s Basildon factory on 

Thursday 13th April in two new T6 tractors supplied by the manufacturer. They return to the factory on 

Friday 2
nd

 June. 

 

Blue Force club members have a passion for preserving and running vintage and modern Fordson, 

Ford and New Holland marque tractors. Phil Gibson, chairman of Blue Force, and Peter Plehov, club 

treasurer, have driven a route around the coast of mainland UK & Ireland, stopping at several points on 

route including Bournemouth, Galway and Edinburgh.  

 

Each tractor has towed a shepherd’s hut, built by Phil and Peter. One hut for sleeping accommodation 

and the other for fuel, oil and supplies. 

 

Andrew Watson, Business Director, New Holland UK and Ireland, said: “We have always had a close 

relationship with the Blue Force Club so we were delighted to assist Peter and Phil when we heard 

about their challenge. We have been following their progress and are excited to welcome them back to 

the factory at Basildon having completed their fantastic journey.” 

 

Phil Gibson said: “I have been overwhelmed by the tremendous support from New Holland, without 

them we would not have done any of this.”   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The trip was almost entirely funded by donations from Blue Force club members and generous 

sponsors. New Holland dealer Robertsons of Orkney funded the pair’s ferry crossings to the Orkney 

Islands to guarantee the islands’ blue tractor fans can be part of the celebrations. Other New Holland 

dealers along the 5000-mile route hosted events to celebrate 100 years of blue tractors and support 

Phil and Peter on their Coastline Challenge.  

 

Phil, who is a lifelong blue tractor user and fan, said about the challenge that he and treasurer Peter 

had, “lived, worked and breathed tractors all our lives, but this was something very new”.   

 

The Coastline Challenge is raising funds for two charities, Steps Conductive Education Centre in 

Loughborough, and Cancer Research UK. Phil and Peter have a personal connection with the charities 

and the pair aim to raise £25,000 by the end of 2017. They have raised nearly £13,000 so far.  

 

You can donate to Philip and Peter for Steps Care Centre here: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/CoastlineTractorChallenge 

 

You can donate to Philip and Peter for Cancer Research here: 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/CoastlineTractorChallenge  
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New Holland Agriculture's reputation is built on the success of our customers, cash crop producers, livestock 

farmers, contractors, vineyards, or groundscare professionals. They can count on the widest offering of innovative 

products and services: a full line of equipment, from tractors to harvesting, material handling equipment, 

complemented by tailored financial services from a specialist in agriculture.  A highly professional global dealer 

network and New Holland’s commitment to excellence guarantees the ultimate customer experience for every 

customer. For more information on New Holland visit www.newholland.com  

New Holland Agriculture is a brand of CNH Industrial N.V. (NYSE: CNHI /MI: CNHI) a global leader in the capital 

goods sector with established industrial experience, a wide range of products and a worldwide presence. More 

information about CNH Industrial can be found online at www.cnhindustrial.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NHAgriUKandROI/ 

https://twitter.com/NHAG_UKandROI 

https://www.instagram.com/NEWHOLLANDAG/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/newholland 

https://plus.google.com/117086178528241801087 

https://www.youtube.com/user/NewHollandAG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Press contacts: 

Sara Sebastianelli, New Holland Agriculture. Phone: 01268 295 268  

email: sara.sebastianelli@newholland.com  
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