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JWH Equipment Supports Team Rubicon on Operation Iron Bird 
  

Team Rubicon uses trained heavy equipment operators to demolish 17 houses and clear an 

additional 13 properties of debris created by an EF3 tornado that hit the region in January     

  

Racine, Wis., February 15, 2017 

 

Veteran-led disaster relief organization Team Rubicon deployed its heavy equipment operators to 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi February 2-10, 2017 to assist in demolishing damaged houses and clearing 

debris caused by the EF3 tornado that hit the city on January 21, 2017. CASE dealer JWH Equipment 

(Jackson, Mississippi) supplied an excavator and compact track loader for Team Rubicon’s Operation 

Iron Bird, which demolished 17 houses and cleared an additional 13 properties of tornado debris for free. 

 

“Our goal while we’re out here as volunteers is to help as many people as we can, to get them to the 

point where they can rebuild their properties,” says Victor Civitillo, a certified heavy equipment instructor 

and operator with Team Rubicon who managed the heavy equipment deployment. “Having the CASE 

heavy equipment here means we can accomplish in two hours what would normally take a full day for a 

crew working with hand tools. So together we can help families get back on their feet faster, and then the 

whole community and the local economy recover faster.” 

 

Operation Iron Bird is the most extensive heavy equipment deployment conducted by Team Rubicon in a 

disaster zone. The heavy equipment competency within the organization was created with training 

support from The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and equipment and training support through an ongoing 

partnership between CASE Construction Equipment and its dealers.  

 

“Helping real people and communities rebuild with nothing but determination and a sense of service was 

what drew us to Team Rubicon and the work they do – this was a perfect execution of what this 

partnership was intended to be,” says Scott Harris, vice president – North America, CASE Construction 

Equipment. “JWH Equipment stepped up and saw an opportunity to help people in their own community, 

and we’re proud of the work all partners accomplished in Mississippi.”  

 

Team Rubicon and CASE continue to work on additional heavy equipment operator training sessions 

throughout the U.S. For more on Team Rubicon, and to volunteer or donate, visit TeamRubiconUSA.org.  

 

# # # 

 

CASE Construction Equipment sells and supports a full line of construction equipment around the 

world, including the No. 1 backhoe loaders, excavators, motor graders, wheel loaders, vibratory 

compaction rollers, crawler dozers, skid steers, compact track loaders and rough-terrain forklifts. 

Through CASE dealers, customers have access to a true professional partner with world-class 

equipment and aftermarket support, industry-leading warranties and flexible financing. More 

information is available at www.CaseCE.com. 

https://teamrubiconusa.org/
http://www.jwhequipment.com/
https://teamrubiconusa.org/operation/operation-iron-bird/#overview
https://teamrubiconusa.org/operation/operation-iron-bird/#overview
http://casece.com/en_us/Pages/home.aspx
https://teamrubiconusa.org/
http://www.casece.com/


 

 

 

 

 

  

CASE Construction Equipment is a brand of CNH Industrial N.V., a World leader in Capital Goods 

listed on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE: CNHI) and on the Mercato Telematico Azionario of 

the Borsa Italiana (MI: CNHI). More information about CNH Industrial can be found online at 

www.cnhind.com. 

  

For more information contact: 

Bill Elverman 

Tel: 262.757.5803 

Email: bill@pkamar.com  

 

Brandon Jaynes 

Tel: 219.263.8981 

Email: brandon@pkamar.com  

 

 

About Team Rubicon 

Team Rubicon unites the skills and experiences of military veterans with first responders to rapidly 

deploy emergency response teams. Team Rubicon is a nonprofit organization offering veterans a 

chance to continue their service by helping and empowering those afflicted by disasters, and also 

themselves. Programs and services are made possible by the support of individual donors, 

corporate partners, and the dedication of volunteers across the country. To join or support Team 

Rubicon’s mission, visit http://www.TeamRubiconUSA.org. 

 

For more information contact: 

Duane DeVorak 

Public Relations 

Tel: 310-666-0990 

Email: devorak@teamrubiconusa.org 
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