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New Holland welcomes first Basildon factory workers for 50-year reunion 

 

New Holland kicked off the golden jubilee celebrations of its flagship tractor factory in Basildon by 

reuniting over 70 veteran workers who clocked in on its opening day 50 years ago. 

 

Since the plant’s launch in 1964, more than 1.8 million British-made machines have rolled off the 

now two-kilometre production line. The site employs 1,000 people, makes 23,000 tractors each 

year, and uses 600 tonnes of material every day. 

 

To mark half a century of achievements and to thank dedicated employees, on Thursday March 

13
th
 New Holland Managing Director Andrew Watson welcomed the guests in the Customer 

Centre, prepared in a special 50
th
 anniversary livery, before inviting them to a guided tour of the 

plant and a special lunch in the inspiring state-of-the-art show room. 

 

At the event was one of the early plant managers, 73-year-old Bob Friedlander, who was in 

charge from 1985-92 but first arrived in 1963 as a graduate trainee. 

 

He said: “The whole assembly site has moved forward in leaps and bounds. It’s become far more 

efficient and safer. We’re all thrilled to see the Basildon plant still exists and is going from strength 

to strength.” 

 

The first models produced were the Ford 3000, 4000 and 5000 series but Basildon is now home 

to the powerful and popular T6 and T7 ranges. They fly the flag for British manufacturing in 120 

export markets worldwide, helping to make New Holland one of the UK’s top 15 exporters. 

 

As well as investing in the local area, the site has grown into a centre for New Holland’s 

technological and environmental advances. It is capable of producing 14,500 bespoke 

combinations of specifications. 

 

“It’s like stepping into the future,” commented Francis Perkins (73), a former forklift driver, after 

finishing the tour. 

 

Don Ayrton (83), who worked at Basildon for 29 years, added: “It’s beautifully clean and 

unbelievably efficient. The working environment is infinitely better and it’s very, very modern and 

the quality that is being produced now is better too.” 

 

Recent high points at the factory have included the opening of the new Customer Centre in 2011, 

a visit by Prime Minister David Cameron in 2012, and in 2013 when the Customer Centre was 

expanded with a dedicated show room. 

http://agriculture.newholland.com/uk/en/WNH/whoweare/Pages/basildon.aspx
http://agriculture.newholland.com/uk/en/WNH/news/Pages/2011_new_CustomerCentre_news.aspx
http://agriculture.newholland.com/uk/en/WNH/news/Pages/2012_PrimeMinister-UK_news.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

Early this year, New Holland also won three FIMA and six AE50 innovation awards, setting it 

apart for its productive and profitable machinery. 

 

The current Plant Manager, Colin Larkin, himself started on the assembly line in 1985. He said: “It 

was a pleasure seeing so many familiar faces back at Basildon and that such experienced 

workers were all so impressed with how it has developed and improved. 

 

“In 50 years it’s become a much more modern plant producing a much more sophisticated 

product, which is thanks to the investment which has also created the dedicated Customer 

Centre. 

 

“I think the reunion highlights the camaraderie and our long history. About half the current 

workforce is from Basildon and it shows the local people too that we’re here for good.” 

 

Andrew Watson added: “The reunion is important for us because the people who set up the plant 

in 1964 are actually part of the heritage of the New Holland brand and culture of the factory. 

 

“The fact that the plant is the only tractor factory left in the UK is something they can take pride in. 

It’s a strategic plant for New Holland because the products we make are an increasingly important 

segment in the tractor market.  

 

“The plant has a tremendous amount of flexibility for the future, it’s perfect logistically, and we’re 

not looking to go anywhere else. We’re here to stay; modernizing, training and serving the 

customer. We’re in for the long haul.” 

 

Picture caption: New Holland celebrates the Basildon Tractor Plants fiftieth anniversary with the 

employees of 1964. In the background, the new livery of the Customer Showroom which has 

been decorated with a display of historical images to mark the occasion. 

 

 

 

 

New Holland Agriculture's reputation is built on the success of our customers, cash crop producers, livestock 

farmers, contractors, vineyards, or groundscare professionals. They can count on the widest offering of innovative 

products and services: a full line of equipment, from tractors to harvesting, material handling equipment, 

complemented by tailored financial services from a specialist in agriculture.  A highly professional global dealer 

network and New Holland’s commitment to excellence guarantees the ultimate customer experience for every 

customer. For more information on New Holland visit www.newholland.com  

 

 

http://agriculture.newholland.com/uk/en/WNH/news/Pages/2014_FIMAawards_news.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

http://it.youtube.com/user/NewHollandAG 

www.flickr.com/photos/newholland 

http://www.facebook.com/NHAgriUKandROI 

http://twitter.com/NewHollandAG 

https://plus.google.com/117086178528241801087/posts 

 

 

 

Press contacts: 

 

Sara Sebastianelli, New Holland Agriculture. Phone: 01268 295 268,  

email: sara.sebastianelli@newholland.com  

 

Harriet Saywell-Lee or Claire Bradley at Remarkable Public Relations. Phone: 01962 893 893,  

email: Harriet.saywell-lee@remarkablegroup.co.uk or Claire.bradley@remarkablegroup.co.uk 
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