
 

 
P

R
E

S
S

 R
E

L
E

A
S

E
 Comau collaborates with CNH Industrial on new design strategy  

 

The global manufacturer of automatic assembly systems has called upon the Design team at CNH 

Industrial to completely revamp the image of its product range. The first results of this collaboration are 

the SmartDriveComau and SmartRobComau prototypes, which are on display at EMO Milano 2015, the 

international exhibition for the Machine Tools Industry, which is currently on in Milan, Italy from October 5 

– 10.  

 

Milan, October 5, 2015 

  

Comau, the global manufacturer of automatic and flexible manufacturing systems, has partnered 

with capital goods company CNH Industrial (NYSE: CNHI /MI: CNHI) to develop a new design 

philosophy that will characterise the DNA of its entire future product range. The concept is being 

launched at EMO Milano 2015, the international exhibition for the Machine Tools Industry, which is 

taking place in Milan, Italy from October 5 – 10. 

 

Part of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles Group (FCA), Comau is renowned for its high performance 

powertrain manufacturing systems, especially in the automotive industry. This new design is a 

departure from the familiar appearance of industrial automation systems used in factories. It is a 

futuristic, contained and attractive proposal that both Comau and CNH Industrial’s Design team 

hope will dictate a transformation of the traditional shop floor environment in terms of quality, 

precision, cleanliness and aesthetics.  

 

In an interesting twist, the designers of the products that are subsequently assembled by Comau 

machines have now been commissioned with designing the machine that makes their machines. 

The CNH Industrial Design team, directed by David Wilkie, was chosen by Comau because of its 

experience and success in aesthetically enhancing the product line-ups belonging to CNH 

Industrial’s brands, which operate in the agricultural machinery, construction machinery and 

commercial vehicles sectors. Comau felt that this gave the team a unique insight to reimagine its 

own factory-based products. 
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The two concepts being presented at EMO Milano 2015 are the first results of this collaboration. 

“Comau wanted to do something more modern that reflected the quality of the products that they 

are manufacturing,” explained David Wilkie, Director of Design at CNH Industrial. “The outcome is a 

transparent, illuminated box, within which the engine or its components are built. The use of 

transparent materials was inspired by modern glass structures, aquariums and Plexiglas furniture.”  

 

“Comau’s new design concept is a direct response to the importance of industrial automation, and a 

testimony to the technological excellence of our offer. Current and future products cannot be 

developed without considering the importance of their design, not only in terms of aesthetics but 

also functionality and ease of use. By making our machines more transparent – physically as well 

as metaphorically – we are bringing the values of quality, performance and precision directly to the 

factory floor,” said Gianluca Bianco, Chief Operating Officer of Comau Powertrain Machining and 

Assembly. 

 

The design team at CNH Industrial studied lighting concepts used for modern interior design to 

develop an LED lighting scheme that changes colours throughout the box. The ability to change 

colours allows Comau’s customers the flexibility to adapt them to their own identity and preference 

in order to best showcase their manufacturing to anyone visiting their facility. The blueprint engine 

design etched on the transparent exterior pays homage to Comau’s history in developing this 

machinery.  

 

“All of this gives the machines a high tech feel that will change the atmosphere within a factory,” 

explained Guido Bianco, a lead designer at CNH Industrial, whose primary focus is on the New 

Holland Agriculture brand. “We feel very lucky that we were able to collaborate with a company that 

does something so different from us, but yet so connected to what we do. It has been a great 

learning experience to be able to design the machine that builds the tractors that I design.” 
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Comau is the worldwide leader in manufacturing flexible, automatic systems and integrating products, processes and 

services that increase efficiency while lowering overall costs. Headquartered in Turin, Italy, with an international 

network that spans 17 countries that employ more than 13,500 employees, Comau uses the latest technology and 

processes to deliver advanced turnkey systems that consistently exceed the expectations of its customers. Comau 

specializes in body joining & assembly, powertrain machining & assembly, robotics and maintenance, as well as 

advanced production systems and environmental services for a wide range of industrial sectors. The continuous 

development of its products and services enables Comau to lead the automation industry in meeting the unique 

requirements of each customer, and through all phases of the project - from design, implementation and installation, to 

production start-up and maintenance services.  
www.comau.com  
 

CNH Industrial N.V. (NYSE: CNHI /MI: CNHI) is a global leader in the capital goods sector with established industrial 

ex perience, a wide range of products and a worldwide presence. Each of the individual brands belonging to the 

Company is a major international force in its specific industrial sector: Case IH, New Holland Agriculture and Steyr for 

tractors and agricultural machinery; Case and New Holland Construction for earth moving equipment; Iveco for 

commercial vehicles; Iveco Bus and Heuliez Bus for buses and coaches; Iveco Astra for quarry and construction 

vehicles; Magirus for firefighting vehicles; Iveco Defence Vehicles for defence and civil protection; and FPT Industrial 

for engines and transmissions. More information can be found on the corporate website: www.cnhindustrial.com  
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