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 Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and CNH Industrial promote biomethane at Expo 

2015 in partnership with Air Liquide  

 

London, July 24, 2015 

 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) and CNH Industrial – Official Global Partners of Expo Milano 2015 and 

European leaders in natural gas engine technology – announce a new partnership with Air Liquide, world 

leader in gases, technologies and services for Industry and Health. Together with Air Liquide, FCA and 

CNH Industrial have launched a project at Expo to promote the introduction of biomethane throughout 

infrastructure networks in Europe. Presently, in Italy, biomethane is still not accessible as a fuel to the 

public.  

 

At Expo 2015, the central theme “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life” is interpreted by both companies 

as an act of making informed choices, promoting sustainable lifestyles, using the latest technologies and 

finding a balance between availability and consumption of resources. FCA has provided a fleet of 

vehicles that includes 50 Fiat 500L Natural Power (methane/petrol) vehicles. These vehicles are to be 

used by the delegations of the participating countries for car sharing activities. CNH Industrial’s Iveco 

Bus brand has provided a fleet of seven Urbanway 12-metre buses powered by environmentally-friendly 

compressed natural gas (CNG) engines. These will be used for visitor transportation within the Expo site. 

All of these vehicles are also equipped to run on biomethane.  

 

CNH Industrial brand New Holland Agriculture is also present as the only agricultural machinery 

manufacturer with its own pavilion at Expo, showcasing the Sustainable farm with a biomethane tractor 

positioned on the roof of the building. 

 

The aim of the project in collaboration with Air Liquide is to demonstrate the potential environmental 

benefits generated from the use of biomethane. FCA and CNH Industrial will promote the introduction of 

biomethane throughout Europe’s natural gas distribution infrastructure network. This quantity of 

biomethane is equivalent to approximately 70,000 m
3 

worth of natural gas for Fiat vehicles and 270,000 

m
3 

for the buses provided by Iveco Bus at Expo 2015. By using these quantities of biomethane in the 

place of natural gas, over 100 tonnes of CO2 can be saved, which is equal to the absorption of a forest 

composed of 140 trees throughout their life span. 
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While a vehicle fueled by natural gas already offers important environmental benefits (reduction in CO2 

and other polluting emissions), the project spotlights how the use of biomethane has the potential to be 

even more sustainable: considering a well-to-wheel perspective, a vehicle powered by biomethane 

derived from agricultural waste, food or animal waste, produces CO2 emissions which are comparable to 

that of an electric vehicle fuelled using energy produced from renewable sources. 

 

“FCA started investing in natural gas vehicles in the 1990s and has since been the leader in 

Europe, having sold over 650,000 vehicles to date. Today we are at a turning point where the 

combination of natural gas, a concrete solution for sustainable mobility, and biomethane, a 

renewable source, can bring immediate benefits for the environment. In addition, these alternative 

fuels can also benefit urban mobility, municipalities and at the same time help develop local 

economies,” said Daniele Chiari FCA - EMEA Region – Head of Product Planning & Institutional 

Relations. 

 

“Biomethane represents a clear solution for mobility that uses renewable sources to support it. CNH 

Industrial has long promoted the use of biomethane which brings benefits in both environmental 

and economic terms. Iveco and Iveco Bus already offer a range of vehicles which run on natural 

gas that can already be fuelled using biomethane. To date, our Company has sold more than 

24,000 natural gas engines and 14,000 natural gas commercial vehicles,” said Sylvain Blaise Head 

of Iveco Bus at CNH Industrial. 

 

Both FCA and CNH Industrial are committed to providing sustainable mobility solutions for the various 

sectors in which they operate from private and collective passenger transport to freight and agricultural 

applications. In the field of agriculture, CNH Industrial, through its brand New Holland Agriculture, has 

promoted its Clean Energy Leader™ strategy since 2006 in order to research viable alternatives to 

diesel such as biodiesel, biomass and biomethane. This goes hand in hand with New Holland’s focus on 

developing the concept of the Energy Independent Farm, where agricultural waste is recycled to 

contribute to the production of alternative fuel for the machinery and vehicles which operate on the fields.  

 

These solutions must be practical as well as bring forth benefits in terms of environmental sustainability. 

In order to achieve these goals, the companies actively work to involve all aspects of their respective 

supply chains in order to ensure an integrated approach with the commitment of all stakeholders. 
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"The Air Liquide Group is innovating and developing solutions for responsible mobility based on 

renewable gas-based fuels such as hydrogen and natural gas for vehicles (compressed natural gas or 

liquefied natural gas). Air Liquide masters the entire chain, from the production of biomethane to 

purification, liquefaction and the distribution of Bio-CNG via the infrastructure that the Group is currently 

rolling out, across Europe in particular", said Pierre Etienne Franc, Air Liquide Vice President, advanced 

Business and Technologies (aB&T).  

 

 

 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles N.V. (FCA), the seventh-largest automaker in the world, designs, engineers, 

manufactures and sells passenger cars, light commercial vehicles, components and production systems worldwide. 

The Group’s automotive brands are: Abarth, Alfa Romeo, Chrysler, Dodge, Fiat, Fiat Professional, Jeep, Lancia, Ram, 

SRT, Ferrari and Maserati, in addition to Mopar, the parts and service brand. The Group’s businesses also include 

Comau (production systems), Magneti Marelli (components) and Teksid (iron and castings). FCA is listed on the New 

York Stock Exchange (“FCAU”) and the Mercato Telematico Azionario in Milan (“FCA”). More information can be 

found on the corporate website: www.fcagroup.com 

 

CNH Industrial N.V. (NYSE: CNHI /MI: CNHI) is a global leader in the capital goods sector with established industrial 

experience, a wide range of products and a worldwide presence. Each of the individual brands belonging to the 

Company is a major international force in its specific industrial sector: Case IH, New Holland Agriculture and Steyr for 

tractors and agricultural machinery; Case and New Holland Construction for earth moving equipment; Iveco for 

commercial vehicles; Iveco Bus and Heuliez Bus for buses and coaches; Iveco Astra for quarry and construction 

vehicles; Magirus for firefighting vehicles; Iveco Defence Vehicles for defence and civil protection; and FPT Industrial 

for engines and transmissions. More information can be found on the corporate website: www.cnhindustrial.com 

 

About Air Liquide is a world leader in gases, technologies and services for Industry and Health, Air Liquide is present 

in 80 countries with more than 50,000 employees and serves more than 2 million customers and patients. Oxygen, 

nitrogen and hydrogen have been at the core of the company’s activities since its creation in 1902. Air Liquide’s 

ambition is to be the leader in its industry, delivering long-term performance and acting responsibly. Air Liquide ideas 

create value over the long term. At the core of the company’s development are the commitment and constant 

inventiveness of its people. Air Liquide anticipates the challenges of its markets, invests locally and globally, and 

delivers high-quality solutions to its customers and patients, and the scientific community. The company relies on 

competitiveness in its operations, targeted investments in growing markets and innovation to deliver profitable growth 

over the long-term. Air Liquide’s revenues amounted to € 15.4 billion in 2014, and its solutions that protect life and the 

environment represented more than 40% of sales. Air Liquide is listed on the Paris Euronext stock exchange 

(compartment A) and is a member of the CAC 40 and Dow Jones Euro Stoxx 50 indexes. . More information can be 

found on the corporate website: www.airliquide.com/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fcagroup.com/
http://www.cnhindustrial.com/
http://www.airliquide.com/
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Media contacts: 

 

Claudio D’Amico      Richard Gadeselli 

Corporate Communications - EMEA    Corporate Communications - Global 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles     CNH Industrial  

Tel: +39 011 0063088     Tel: +44 (0)207 766 0346 

Email: mediarelations@fcagroup.com   Email: mediarelations@cnhind.com 

www.fcagroup.com     www.cnhindustrial.com 
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