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The Bavarian Purity Law is 500 years old in 2016

Festivals and events to celebrate the anniversary of the Bavarian Purity Law in 2016/ exhibitions, tastings and beer tours 
MUNICH (by.TM 2016). In 1516 Duke Wilhelm IV of Bavaria passed the Bavarian Purity Law. This famous piece of legislation states that only water, hops and malt may be used in the production of Bavarian beer – and the law is still valid today. In 2016 the Bavarian Purity Law will be 500 years of age. To mark the occasion, Bayern Tourismus Marketing GmbH has provided information and arranged events centred around Bavarian beer. 
Celebrations in Ingolstadt and Munich

In Ingolstadt, where the Purity Law was passed on 23 April 1516, the anniversary is to be widely celebrated. The anniversary year celebrations will be launched with the "Festival of Pure Beer" (22-24 April 2016). The festival in Ingolstadt town centre features a variety of entertainment, including jugglers, concerts, medieval tournaments and a historical proclamation of the Purity Law. 
Further events complete the theme for 2016 in Ingolstadt. A guided tour provides facts and anecdotes about the history of the town, beer brewing and the Purity Law and to avoid the content becoming too dry, beer tasting is included for participants. Ingolstadt breweries Herrnbräu and Nordbräu are opening their doors and offering guided tours to discover both traditional and modern elements in the art of brewing.
Preparations are already underway in Munich for the celebration of 500 years of the oldest law relating to food and drink in the world, which is still in effect today. To mark the anniversary, the Bavarian Brewers Association is organising a three day "Festival of Bavarian beer culture" on July 22.- 24, 2016 in the centre of Munich.

Bavarian state exhibition: "Beer in Bavaria"
The House of Bavarian History is presenting a large exhibition devoted to the cultural history of beer. Valued as a foodstuff and national drink, recognised as the embodiment of Bavarian drinking culture, beer has become both trademark and legend. The big beer festivals, the profitable wheat beer monopoly of the Wittelsbach dynasty, the rebellion against beer price increases - these all show the attachment Bavarians have to this drink, which today helps to shape the identity of their free state in the world. From 29 April - 20 October 2016, the Bavarian state exhibition will detail every aspect of this "fifth element" in Kloster Aldersbach monastery, in the Passau region of Bavaria. 
Beer hiking tours and tastings
Whether your preference in beer is for Helles, Starkbier or Zoigl – Bavaria offers a choice of over 4000 beers from over 600 breweries. The forerunner is the region of Upper Franconia: with its 163 breweries, it has the highest density of breweries in the world. The community of Aufseß in Upper Franconia has even made it into the Guinness Book of Records. There are four breweries and just 1400 inhabitants. The so-called world record for brewery density runs over a 13 km brewery hiking trail. This circular route through beautiful countryside passes all four breweries and you can stop to visit them. If you get a stamp in your hiking pass from all four brewery inns, you'll receive a souvenir certificate identifying you as a "Franconian Honorary Beer Drinker of the World Record Breweries". 
You can also combine the enjoyment of beer with hiking on the "5-Seidla-Steig" hiking trail. This walking tour of breweries is in the south of Franconian Switzerland and leads through 10 km of the scenic Bavarian Jura region. There are five private breweries along the trail in the communities of Weißenohe and Gräfenberg. 
Bavarian cities offer numerous attractions centred around the Bavarian national drink. The oldest monastery brewery in the world has its home at Kloster Weltenburg, which lies in the magnificently picturesque Danube breakthrough area. Bayreuth is home to the Maisel Brewery and Cooperage Museum which offers a tour of the most extensive beer museum in the world, deep underground into the historic catacombs. In Bamberg, with the help of a beer sommelier, you can discover how to taste beer and combine it with the right dishes. 
About BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH
BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH (by.TM) is the official marketing company for the Bavarian tourism and leisure industry in Bavaria, Germany. The company presents the entire range of tourist attractions in the Free State of Bavaria under the Bayern® umbrella brand. Thus, together with all Bavarian tourism partners, by.TM provides guests from across the globe with attractive and varied holiday ideas. Over the past year, the holiday region of Bavaria has succeeded in further consolidating its position as the number one holiday destination in Germany. The latest figures from the Free State of Bavaria record 34.2 million guest arrivals and 88.1 million nights spent in the region. For more information about the diversity of holidays in Bavaria and about BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH, please visit www.bayern.by.
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