[bookmark: _GoBack]
[bookmark: _Hlk8828372]
ADIDAS ANNOUNCES NEXT PHASE IN FIGHT FOR THE OCEANS AGAINST MARINE PLASTIC POLLUTION WITH UPSCALED COMMITMENT TO PARLEY OCEAN SCHOOL PROGRAM
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· adidas and Parley invest $1m raised from Run For The Oceans 2018 to support the Parley Ocean School Program, educating and empowering 100,000 youth in affected coastal areas to take a stand for our oceans

· Sign-ups open for the Parley youth activist digital platform on World Ocean Day (June 8), with the goal of bringing the Parley Ocean School Program to a global level
· To invest vital funds for the development of the digital platform and raise awareness, adidas looks to unite more runners than ever before to lace up and Run For The Oceans. For every kilometer run between June 8 and 16, adidas will contribute $1 to the Parley Ocean Schools with the increased target of reaching $1.5m
Herzogenaurach, May 28, 2019 – Today, adidas Running shares the impact of the $1 million raised in 2018 from Run For The Oceans, and announces that the global initiative will return once again on World Oceans Day, June 8, 2019 with the increased goal this year of raising $1.5 million to continue to invest in the education of future generations on the issue of marine plastic pollution. 

In 2018, adidas created a global movement with Run For The Oceans, uniting nearly one million runners from around the world and raising $1 million for long-term partner Parley for the Oceans. To date, the money raised has helped directly educate and empower 100,000 youth and their families who are living in coastal areas affected by plastic pollution to take action as part of the Parley Ocean School Program. The partnership saw five million pairs of shoes created using recycled ocean plastic in 2018 alone.

In 2019, adidas is upping the pace of change. The introduction of the 2019 Parley range will see the company produce a landmark 11 million pairs of shoes using upcycled marine plastic waste. The campaign this year will also unite more runners in more locations than ever before to lace up and Run For The Oceans in order to reach its increased goal of $1.5m. For every kilometer completed between June 8 and 16, adidas will contribute $1 to Parley Ocean School programs, with every dollar going towards the next phase of the partnership with the development and launch of the Parley youth activist platform.

With the aim of engaging more young people than ever before and inspiring long-term behavior change, the platform will host a digital curriculum which equips schoolchildren with the skills, tools and knowledge required to protect the planet’s oceans. It will also act as a digital space where young people can come together, share ideas and gain access to events, mentors, and tools. Sign-ups open for the Parley youth activist platform on World Ocean Day (June 8), with the goal of bringing the Parley Ocean School Program to a global level.

Alberto Uncini Manganelli, General Manager Running, adidas, said: “The marine plastic crisis we’re facing has become critically urgent. We effect it daily through the plastics we use and throw away. Every minute, the equivalent of a dump truck of plastic waste enters our oceans and by 2050, this could mean there may be more plastic than fish in the world’s oceans. We know the stats and we’re aware of the issue. Now we need action. adidas x Parley has helped spread awareness of the crisis facing our oceans but also contributed to finding solutions. Back in 2016, we created the first performance products with recycled ocean plastics and went on to produce six million pairs of adidas x Parley shoes by 2018, with a goal of making 11 million units this year, intercepting vast amounts of plastic from entering our oceans. We’ve come a long way and won’t stop there. As a business we have committed ourselves to use only 100% recycled polyester by 2024. We are challenging our business and those around us to think about the decisions they make and how they impact the future, of not just our industry but our planet.”

[bookmark: _Hlk6385210]Cyrill Gutsch, Founder and CEO, Parley for the Oceans, said: “Run for the Oceans is an opportunity to celebrate the oceans, a place where runners unite to dedicate their time and energy and generate investment towards saving our oceans – this year, for our new activist platform, a global stage for the next generation of creators, leaders and thinkers. As the voice of our future, our youth make the most convincing teachers and best ambassadors, educating parents, industry leaders and politicians, and using media in the most native way. Youth are our biggest hope, since they are driven by the strongest of all motivations: their own survival. We are more than grateful for the generous support of our founding partner adidas. It allows us to grow the movement into a superstorm of change.”

Through their partnership, adidas and Parley have intercepted vast amounts of plastic waste from marine environments and coastal communities, turning Ocean Plastic® into sportswear since 2015. Timed to coincide with Run For The Oceans 2019, adidas introduces its Alphabounce+ Parley and a full range of new sports apparel, ambitiously driving towards its 2024 goal of eliminating the use of virgin polyester from all products.

The range is crafted from upcycled plastic waste delivering eco-innovation and style without compromising on performance. Pro-Dye has also been used in the manufacturing process – it has the added aesthetic effect of creating a unique material pattern in each piece. The Alphabounce+ Parley is designed with maximum support and comfort in mind, with tuned forging, a welded lacing system and an optimized fit. The stylish and sustainable apparel includes the men’s Parley 4KRFT Shorts and women’s Parley Believe This Tight, both made from at least 75% upcycled plastic waste.

To join the movement and Run For The Oceans between June 8 and 16, runners worldwide can sign up and track their runs by joining the Run For The Oceans challenge via the Runtastic (Joyrun) app. For every kilometer run, adidas will contribute $1 to the Parley Ocean School (capped at $1.5 million). adidas will also host consumer events in New York, Barcelona and Shanghai. For more information and to sign up, visit adidas.com/runfortheoceans.

Follow the conversation at @adidasrunning on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter and using #RunForTheOceans.

- END -

NOTES TO EDITORS:
ABOUT ADIDAS & PARLEY
In April 2015, adidas announced a partnership with Parley for the Oceans, an organization that raises awareness about the beauty and fragility of the oceans. As a founding member, adidas supports Parley for the Oceans in its education and communication efforts, as well as its comprehensive Ocean Plastic Program (led by the AIR Strategy: Avoid. Intercept. Redesign) that intends to end plastic pollution of the oceans.
Parley Ocean School Program
Parley Ocean School inspires and empowers the next generation of Ocean Guardians by providing students with opportunities to explore, investigate and respond to the natural world, and learn ways they can protect it. Since 2015 Parley has expanded its Ocean School programs around the world in collaboration with educators, NGOs, brands and governments, focusing especially on coastal communities affected by marine plastic pollution. In the Maldives, working with the Ministry of Education, the program has helped over 100,000 children and their parents to go swimming and snorkeling — many for the very first time.

Parley Ocean School brings context to global issues and simplifies complex marine threats through engaging in-school programs, immersive and experiential learning (e.g. water sports activities), and materials developed with a global network of educators. Through the forthcoming digital youth activist platform, students, educators and curious individuals will gain access to lessons, activities, and the tools to inspire and create change. 

For more information, please visit: adidas.com/parley.

PRODUCT INFORMATION:
Alphabounce+ Parley
Lace up and Run for the Oceans with the Alphabounce+ Parley made from plastic spun into yarn and designed to give runners maximum support and comfort. Featuring tuned forging, a welded lacing system and an optimized fit, Alphabounce+ Parley delivers better performance for a better planet.
Women’s Parley Performance Tank 
Containing upcycled plastic waste collected from remote islands, beaches and coastal communities, the tank is designed to be breathable to keep you as cool as a coastal breeze during workouts. The innovative Pro-Dye print process has been utilized to give every tank a unique pattern. 
Women’s Parley Believe This Tight
The Parley Believe This Tights are designed to give you the freedom of movement to be both comfortable and confident during your workout, including a shaping high-rise waistband, iconic back yoke and flattering cut lines for zero distraction. 
Women’s Parley Don’t Rest Bra
The lightweight, breathable bra features a cross-back design and offers a personalized fit with removable pads. 
Men’s Parley Freelift Tee
Put effort in and take plastic out with the Freelift Tee. Containing upcycled plastic, the tee is designed to keep you cool and comfortable during workouts. The innovative Pro-Dye print process has been used to give each tee a unique pattern. 
Men’s Parley Alphaskin 3/4 Tights 
With a compression fit and reinforced construction, the tights are designed to give you flexibility and durability regardless of how far you push yourself. Every pair has a unique pattern thanks to our Pro-Dye technique.
Men’s Parley 4KRFT Shorts
Look good and do good with the Parley 4KRFT Shorts. They feature a tapered fit, lightweight knit and useful pockets. 
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