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adidas tennis stars surprise young tennis fans

On Wednesday 22nd August in New York City, adidas brought some of the city's biggest tennis fans together for an experience they will never forget.   The day started off at the Manhattan Plaza Racquet Club where a gift for each of them was waiting when they opened their lockers.
 
They were then met on court by one of the world’s leading coaches in Mats Merkel.  Mats is part of the adidas Player Development programme and has coached some of the leading players including Jo Tsonga.  He was aided by US rising star and 2011 US Open Mixed Doubles Champion Jack Sock as the kids showed off their skills on court.
 
The next part of their surprise was a trip to the Manhattan adidas Performance Store where they were greeted by an expectant crowd.  All anyone knew was that there was some filming taking place and that the kids were part of a new video by the brand.
 
As they were waiting, little did they know that some of the sports biggest stars were waiting for them in the wings.  Fernando Verdasco came out first dressed as a 'Team adidas' staff member to measure their feet as the final part of the surprise came to life.  
 
Fernando Verdasco enjoyed his time in staff uniform; "It was such a fun day to be part of.  I have not worked in a store and it was a very different experience.  When I spoke to the kids they were so happy to see us and had a great day.  There were smiles all round!" 
 
Next up was Ana Ivanovic.  The Serbian star brought out new adiZero Feather II shoes for them to try on and spent some time chatting to the star struck youngsters.  To top it off, French star Gilles Simon walked up and gave them a hand picking out new clothing to take home from the latest tennis line.
 
Follow adidas Tennis on Twitter at @adidastennis
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