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Q+A All Blacks Sponsorship Extension

How many years were left to run on your current sponsorship with the All Blacks? 

There were three years left to run on the current contract but we decided to renegotiate now and put in to place plans to globalise the All Blacks brand ahead of the World Cup in 2011 and beyond. 
Why did you sign such a long term deal when the All Blacks have failed to impress at last year’s IRB World Cup?

The All Blacks are one of the most talented rugby teams in the world and are currently number 1 in the IRB world rankings.  Their style of play and heritage are the embodiment of what adidas strives to provide its consumers with; products to achieve their Impossible. 
Why did you choose London for this announcement?

The All Blacks are on the verge of completing autumn test grand slam with victories over Scotland, Ireland and Wales already under their belt.  It is the perfect moment to announce our continued partnership with such an inspiring rugby nation.

How much is this sponsorship deal worth?

Please understand that we do not publish contract details.
What does the sponsorship entail?

adidas will supply the All Blacks and all NZRU teams including the five New Zealand Super 14 franchises with apparel, footwear and balls until 2019.  adidas will create new apparel every two years with new home and away jerseys going on sale in April 2009 in Europe and May 2009 in the Southern Hemisphere.

adidas has produced some very stunning ad campaigns around the All Blacks in the past 10 years however some people feel you are over-marketing the team.  Would you agree?

adidas and the NZRU have a unique relationship that fully supports and encourages the All Blacks brand and the unique heritage that surrounds the team.  Their stories have global relevance and adidas enables the team to tell their story to a wider global audience through such inspirational campaigns. 
What rugby teams and players do adidas sponsor?

adidas is proud country sponsors of the All Blacks and the UAR Pumas.  Its club team roster includes Super 14 Champions Canterbury Crusaders, European Champions Munster along with Stade Francais of France, Stormers of South Africa and Kobe Steelers from Japan among others.
It’s individual sponsorship is just as illustrious with All Blacks Richie McCaw, Dan Carter and Ali Williams; Jonny Wilkinson and Danny Cipriani of England; Argentina’s Felipe Contepomi; France’s Lionel Beauxis and Dimitri Sarweski; Pierre Spies and Francois Stein of South Africa; Italian brothers Mauro and Mirco Bergamasco and Ireland’s Brian O’Driscoll, Ronan O’Gara and Paul O’Connell.

Are you looking to sign more rugby assets in the coming months?

Please understand that we cannot comment on future engagements.  However, we are constantly monitoring the market and always look to sign new upcoming talents and we will continue to do so in the future.

How important is the rugby category for adidas?
Rugby is obviously not a major category for adidas when compared with the likes of football and basketball however the All Blacks transcend the world of rugby.

The Rugby World Cup is one of the biggest events on the sporting calendar and adidas feels it is essential to have two top teams in the All Blacks and Pumas taking part.  adidas is committed to making the best possible sports apparel, footwear and equipment for a huge range of sports worldwide and recently outfitted 27 out of 28 sports at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.
