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PUMA|Kehinde Wiley Q&A
What is PUMA’s involvement with New York artist Kehinde Wiley? Why did you choose him and what is his association with Africa?

Kehinde Wiley, an African American artist has gained worldwide acclaim for his portraits of famous African Americans depicted in classical poses and set against Wiley’s signature bold graphic backgrounds. These brilliantly-colored patterns – inspired by traditional African prints - have become Wiley’s calling card and are featured in a line of apparel, footwear and accessories that he has designed for PUMA. The Modern African lifestyle collection he’s designed with PUMA uses his trademark prints. Intensity and passion are two words synonymous with his creations; they also capture the spirit of what it is to be a football player and fan. 

What is Kehinde Wiley doing with PUMA?

PUMA has worked with African American artist Kehinde Wiley to design a Modern African lifestyle collection using his trademark prints inspired by traditional African prints. Intensity and passion are two words synonymous with his creations; they also capture the spirit of what it is to be a football player and fan. 

In his second collaboration with PUMA, Kehinde Wiley has also taken the V1.10 football boot and outfitted it with one of his signature graphic prints, inspired by the bold colors of Africa. Only 302 (Africa’s surface area is 302million km2) pairs of these limited edition boots were/are available for purchase and were/will be worn by Samuel Eto’o, Emmanuel Eboue and John Mensah for their clubs through December 2009. Together, the product statements help set the stage for PUMA leading up to and through the FIFA World Cup™ 2010 in South Africa. 

Kehinde Wiley’s work with PUMA hasn’t stopped with the Modern Africa range and the limited edition V1.10 boot. Over the summer of 2009 the artist invited top PUMA players Samuel Eto’o, Emmanuel Eboue and John Mensah to pose in his studio to create stunning portraits of each player incorporating the striking, trademark prints Kehinde is renowned for.  The resulting portraits, including a group image featuring all three players, will be showcased at exhibitions in Germany, France, UK, China, US and Italy before they end up in South Africa for the duration of the World Cup.

Does PUMA plan to work with Kehinde Wiley after 2010 or is this relationship going to end because there’s no major football tournaments in Africa in 2011?

PUMA has a history working with a variety of artists and designers across the world and Kehinde Wiley is one of many that the brand has had a relationship with. The work PUMA has done with Kehinde Wiley since 2008 has proved to be very popular and we hope that the relationship will continue beyond 2010, regardless of football tournaments.

Is PUMA only working with Kehinde Wiley to give the brand a connection to Africa? 

PUMA has a history working with a variety of artists and designers across the world and Kehinde Wiley is one of many that the brand has had a relationship with. The work PUMA has done with Kehinde Wiley since 2008 has proved to be very popular and we hope that the relationship will continue beyond 2010. This partnership with Kehinde Wiley was not entered into to give PUMA credibility in Africa, it was based on a shared respect for each other’s work.

