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June 24, 2011
Optima brings the House down
Kia’s beauty wins a vote of confidence
The Honourable Member for Bennelong has the floor ... and the seats, the windows, the stunning interior and the perky yet economical 2.4-litre GDi engine.
In fact, John Alexander _ a noted and notable car aficionado _ has spent some time with Kia’s stylish new Optima, and he liked what he found.

“Recently our Korean friends from Hyundai caught the eye with their all new i45. It was nice, very nice,” Mr Alexander said. “Then Korea’s second motoring child, Kia, always more gregarious and out there than the first-born, presented their new creation the Optima.
“It’s just beautiful, original, rakish, a real stunner.”

Mr Alexander, a self-admitted life-long car romantic who “suffers from rash and impractical behaviour when cars are involved” was an instant fan of the Optima.

“Yes, I did fall in love at first sight and would have therefore forgiven this beauty had it failed to start or deliver me home or drank like a Hollywood star before rehabilitation. No such blindness was needed as this beauty is a great companion and needs no excuses.”
However, just to show that behind the romantic beats a practical heart, Mr Alexander also found praise for the Optima’s more functional charms.

“The (Optima) delivers best in class specific power at 148kW coupled with an excellent 6-speed automatic. The ride and handling equation is well resolved leaning more towards sharp handling than the cousin, the i45.”

On the ever-important question of economy, Mr Alexander offered: “On the trip to Canberra the car did 7.4 litres per 100km (I was still a little exuberant with my new toy) and an excellent 6.4 on the return journey home.”

It was a judgement which showed impressive insight and knowledge, as only a short while later the Optima was award Ecocar Magazine’s Car Of The Year laurel.

In summing up his impressions, Mr Alexander said: “As you would expect from a country immersed in principles and integrity, everything worked and gave the reassuring impression this would be case indefinitely.”

Like all good politicians, the Member for Bennelong is already looking forward to a second term _ in the Optima.
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