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Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia Launches Second Shift Production
Plant begins production of 2011 Hyundai Santa Fe

West Point, GA, October 1,2010  –  Yesterday Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia, Inc. (KMMG) celebrated the launch of a second shift of production at its new West Point facility.  KMMG hired more than 600 new team members to prepare for the addition of the second shift – which begins production today – bringing the total number of jobs created at the plant to more than 2,000. 

Kia Motors added the second shift in response to the successful sales of the 2011 Kia Sorento, which has been Kia’s best-selling model in the U.S. every month since it debuted in January.  The second shift will help meet the continuing demand for the Kia Sorento while adding capacity to build the Hyundai Santa Fe.  KMMG began production of the Santa Fe on September 28.

“KMMG has produced 100,000 Sorentos to date and the quality, craftsmanship and attention to detail that goes into building the Sorento from the entire KMMG team has helped make it the best-selling Kia vehicle in the United States,” said Byung Mo Ahn, group president and CEO of Kia Motors America and Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia.  “With the addition of our second shift we are building on that foundation to increase KMMG’s volume and increase our commitment to the U.S. and local economy.”

In addition to the more than 2,000 jobs created at Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia, suppliers have hired more than 5,200 people for jobs created to support production at the plant.  More than 1,000 KMMG team members traveled to Korea for hands-on experience working with the parent company.  

Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia, Inc. (KMMG) is the first manufacturing site in North America for Kia Motors Corporation based in Seoul, Korea. KMMG is located on 2,200 acres in West Point, Georgia, and began mass production of the 2011 Kia Sorento on Nov. 16, 2009. At full capacity, the plant will have the ability to assemble 300,000 vehicles annually from U.S. and globally sourced parts.
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