
 

   

   

Zurich shares and promotes best practice in responsible investment  

 

Note 
 

Zurich, May 22, 2014 – Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich) publishes its first progress 

report on implementing the Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI). The PRI is 

the UN-supported network of institutional investors, asset managers and service 

providers working together to put six principles for responsible investment into 

practice. 

 

Since becoming a signatory of the PRI in July 2012, Zurich has made good progress in 

actively integrating environmental, social, and corporate governance (ESG) factors and 

issues into its investment analysis and decision-making process. The full Responsible 

Investment Transparency Report is available here. 

 

Cecilia Reyes, Chief Investment Officer explains: „Zurich strives to incorporate ESG 

factors in investment decisions, believing that ESG factors can materially impact risks 

and opportunities associated with underlying investments, whether these are in the 

equity, corporate bond or real estate space. We expect that fully reflecting ESG factors, 

alongside traditional financial metrics and risk management practices,  will support us 

in our investment mission to achieve superior risk-adjusted long-term financial 

returns.” 

 

In addition, Zurich invests in assets that generate a tangible and measurable positive 

impact on society and the environment.  Ms. Reyes adds: “We have been very pleased 

to lead the rapid development of the green bonds market since our last year 

announcement to invest up to USD 1 billion in green bonds.” Through green bonds 

investment, Zurich seeks to help mitigate climate change and to help communities 

become more resilient to the adverse effects of climate change. As of December 31, 

2013, USD 236 million have already been invested. 

http://www.unpri.org/principles/
http://d2m27378y09r06.cloudfront.net/viewer/?file=wp-content/uploads/Merged_Public_Transparency_Report_Zurich-Insurance-Group.pdf
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Fiona Reynolds, PRI’s Managing Director: “We are pleased to witness the development 

of Zurich's responsible investment approach and welcome Zurich's transparency in 

reporting progress to the PRI and the public.” 

 

Manuel Lewin, Head of Responsible Investment, explains: «At Zurich, responsible 

investment is becoming part of our DNA. Responsible investment is reflected in the 

individual objectives of the whole Investment Management team, and all of our in-

house investment teams are now working towards fully integrating ESG in their 

investment processes . The PRI are a tremendous support on our journey as a 

responsible investor.” 

 

Further information 

The full version of the report is available here. 

Details about Zurich's Responsible Investment approach can be found online at our website.  

Corporate responsibility is a key part of Zurich’s strategy and supports our mission to help our 

customers understand and protect themselves from risk. We focus on seven areas related to our 

core business and contribute to society by applying our insurance, risk management and 

investment expertise. These areas are: 

 Enhancing community flood resilience (see more on Zurich’s global flood resilience 

program) 

 Investing our Group assets responsibly (Zurich is a signatory of the Principles of Responsible 

Investment (PRI)) 

 Working with our corporate customers to help them understand and manage their corporate 

responsibility risks 

 Community investment locally and through the Z Zurich Foundation  

 Environmental performance, health and safety management in our office buildings 

 Diversity and inclusion in our workforce 

 Responsible supply chain management 

 

http://d2m27378y09r06.cloudfront.net/viewer/?file=wp-content/uploads/Merged_Public_Transparency_Report_Zurich-Insurance-Group.pdf
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/corporateresponsibility/responsibleinvestment/responsible-investment.htm
http://www.zurich.com/ABOUTUS/CORPORATERESPONSIBILITY
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/corporateresponsibility/flood-resilience/flood-resilience.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/corporateresponsibility/flood-resilience/flood-resilience.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/corporateresponsibility/ourapproach/externalcommittments.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/corporateresponsibility/ourapproach/externalcommittments.htm
http://www.zurich.com/internet/main/sitecollectiondocuments/corporate-responsibility/z-zurich-foundation-annual-report-2012.pdf
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Zurich participates in the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) and FTSE4Good.  

Zurich has been a signatory of the UN Global Compact since 2011 and we are committed to 

making the Global Compact and its principles part of Zurich’s strategy, culture and day-to-day 

operations. 

To get instant access to Zurich’s news releases, calendar and other corporate publications on 

your iPad, iPhone or Android phone please go to your App Store and get the free Zurich 

Investors and Media App.  

For broadcast-standard and streaming-quality video and/or high resolution pictures 

supporting this news release, please visit our Multimedia Pressroom.  

Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich) is a leading multi-line insurer that serves its customers in 

global and local markets. With more than 55,000 employees, it provides a wide range of general 

insurance and life insurance products and services. Zurich’s customers include individuals, small 

businesses, and mid-sized and large companies, including multinational corporations, in more 

than 170 countries. The Group is headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, where it was founded 

in 1872. The holding company, Zurich Insurance Group Ltd (ZURN), is listed on the SIX 

Swiss Exchange and has a level I American Depositary Receipt (ZURVY) program, which is 

traded over-the-counter on OTCQX. Further information about Zurich is available at 

www.zurich.com. 

 

Contact 

Zurich Insurance Group Ltd 

Mythenquai 2, 8022 Zurich, Switzerland 

www.zurich.com  

SIX Swiss Exchange/SMI: ZURN, Valor: 001107539 

 

Media Relations 

phone +41 (0)44 625 21 00, fax +41 (0)44 625 26 41 

twitter @Zurich 

media@zurich.com 

 

http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/corporateresponsibility/ourapproach/corporateresponsibilityindices.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/corporateresponsibility/ourapproach/externalcommittments.htm
http://www.zurich.com/services/investor-media-app.htm
http://www.zurich.com/services/investor-media-app.htm
http://zurich.synapticdigital.com/
http://www.zurich.com/
http://www.zurich.com/main/home/welcome.htm
https://twitter.com/zurich
mailto:media@zurich.com

